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Lesson Calendar for the Next Quarter 


Golden Text for the Quarter; I come quickly: hold fast that 
which thou hast, that no one take thy crown.—Rev. 3: 11 


1. July 5.—The Laborers in the Vineyard. ..... Matt. 20: 1-16 
2. July 12,—Greatness through Service. ...... Mark 10 : 32-45 
3. July 19.—Blind Bartimaeus ........... Mark 10 : 46-52 
4. July 26.—The Pounds and the Talents... .. . Luke 19 : 11-27 
5. August 2.—The Triumphal Entry... .-..... Mark 11.: 1-11 
6. August 9.—The Barren Fig Tree and the Defiled 

‘Temple (Temperance Lesson)... ... « Mark 11 : 12-33 
7. August'16.—The Wicked Husbandmen..... . Matt. 21 : 33-46 
8. August 23.—The Wedding Feast... . . Matt. 22: t-14 
o. August 30.—A Day of Questions ........ Matt. 22 : 15-22 
10. September 6.—The Great Commandments . . . . Mark 12 : 28-44 
11. September 13.—‘lhe Ten Virgins ......... Matt. 25 : 1-13 


12. September 20.—The Judgment of the Nations . . 
13. September 27.— Review : Jesus the Judge of Men 


Upon advertising rests the mission of a pioneer in 
commerce. Advertising goes out with a message of 
information, without which new and old enterprises 
would be powerless to extend the real serbice they 
must render if they are to live. Advertising ts the 
normal means at your disposal for reaching wider 
fields. Have you as an advertiser considered the field 
you can reach through The Sunday School Times ? 


If Every Home were an Altar 
By Irene Avery Judson 


F EVERY home were an altar 
Where holiest vows were paid, 
And life’s best gifts in sacrament 
Of purest love were laid ; 


If every home were an altar 
Where harsh or angry thought 

Was cast aside for kindly one, 
And true forgiveness sought ; 


If every home were an altar 
Wire hearts weighed down with care 
Could find sustaining strength and grace 
In sweet uplift of prayer : 


Then solved would be earth’s problems, 
Banished sin’s curse and blight ; 

For God's own love would radiate 
From every altar light. © 








When Injured 


Character is not shown in callousness. Sensitive 
people suffer; and ‘‘sensitiveness is a measure of 
power.’’ Therefore it need not necessarily disturb us 
if we find that we suffer easily. But we ought to make 
sure that we are suffering in the right way, and not in 
the wrong way. Thomas 4 Kempis, in ‘‘ The Imita- 
tion of Christ,’ points us in the right direction when 
he says: ‘‘The patient man has a great and salutary 
purgation, if, when injured, he grieves more for the 
malice of the other than for his own suffering.’’ Not 
only our Lord, but his disciple Stephen, at the time of 
their death through the murderous malice of their en- 
emies, were able to plead with God for the forgiveness 
of those enemies. If the sin of others always hurts us 


more than the injury which that sin inflicts upon us, 
our sensitive power to grieve can be our power to bless. 
May God keep us from being so much taken up with 
our own injuries that those who have injured us shall 
be robbed of the blessing that they need. 


ax 
Trifles that Are Not Trifling 


Our hardest tests are usually our littlest tests. 
‘« The very way,’’ said Frances Ridley Havergal, ‘‘in 
which we close a door or lay down a book may be a 
victory or a defeat, a witness to Christ's keeping or a 
witness that we are not truly being kept.’’ The title 
of the book in which Miss Havergal wrote this, ‘‘Kept 
for the Master's Use,’’ suggests why we need to show 
forth our Master's keeping power. If we do not let 
him prove to others, in us, that he is equal to giving 
us the victory of God's life in the minutest trifles of 
our human life, we are betraying him ; and that is not 
a trifling thing. The old truth that ‘Trifles make 
perfection ; but perfection is no trifle,’’ is one that we 
all need to remember. We have a perfect Saviour ; 
and even while in this life our sinful nature continues, 
he can perfectly overcome that nature even to the tri- 
fles that would dishonor him. 


= 
In the Midst of Disorder 


Our habits of neatness should not make us diffi- 
cult to live with. But often they do,—not because 
we are neat, but because we are mistakenly miserable 
when we are with some one who is not neat. Ina 
searching little study of ‘* Environment,’’ based on 
Paul’s word in Acts 20 : 24, ‘‘ None of these things 
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Do It 


HERE is something in human nature which always 
recoils and cringes a little at the call for decis- 
ion, and it is quite probable that, with most of us, 

words about the acceptable time, and the day of our 
visitation, are surrounded with an atmosphere which 
chills and repels. But it is possible to surround them 
with a different atmosphere. A Christian man has 
lately told us how in his boyhood he dreaded those 
words ‘*Thou God seest me,’’ because they made 
God seem like a great detective, and then when he 
understood them aright they were a great comfort as 
describing rather God's watchful and unflagging 
attention. So it may be with these days of decision. 
As we look back upon our lives the days of decision 
have been the ringing days which we are glad to re- 
member, and the days of irresolution and delay seem 
now like a kind of torture. We are thankful for all 
the influences which nerved us to break the lethargy 
of hesitation. We did not believe it was in us to 
break through it, but it was. 

The more we fall to thinking about when to begin, 
the more the present time seems unpropitious and un- 
promising. The blemishes and the disadvantages 
which seem to attach to the present moment have no 
existence for God. Any time is an acceptable time. 

One of our American poets has expressed, in words 
which have become classic, the chagrin and disap- 
pointment of voting ordinary looking days as if they 
needed no attention. 


** Daughters of Time, the hypocritic Days, 
Muffled and dumb like barefoot dervishes, 
And marching single in an endless file, 
Bring diadems and fagots in their hands. 
To each they offer gifts after his will, 
Bread, kingdoms, stars and sky, that holds them all, 
I, in my pleached garden, watched the pomp, 
a Took a few herbs and apples, and the Day 
Turned and departed silent. I, too late, 
Under her solemn fillet saw the scorn.’’ 


move me,"' a writer has said that God ‘* puts one who 
is orderly with one who is untidy, that both may learn 
lessons. Often our environment is but an answer to 
our prayers.’ Thus the orderly person may pray for 
joy, and be placed in the midst of untidiness and 
slovenliness, that he may learn that the true secret 
of joy is, not what is round about him, but Christ 
within him, When we learn that secret, we shall not 
be irritable and critical toward those near us whose 
failures may be evident, but we shall give them rea- 
son to marvel at our undisturbed joy and love. And 
only then will our own best habits have the oppor- 
tunity of carrying their lesson most effectively to those 
who are in need. 
x 


Letter Blessings 
Good letter-writing is God's letter-writing. And 
all the letters of one whose life is God's can be of that 
sort. Some one has offered the following little prayer 
‘*For Your Writing Table’’: 
‘* Be present at this table, Lord, 
Be here by my whole heart adored ; 
Each letter bless, and let it be 
A little messenger for thee.’’ 


Every letter written by one whose whole heart is prais- 
ing God at the time can go with God's special bless- 
ing. Even the briefest business notes, without 
necessarily a reference to anything but the business of 
the moment, can yet carry the subtle atmosphere of 
God's presence. Yet how often in our letter-writing 
we can, if we will, speak a direct word of cheer in the 
name of the Lord! May we all be such living epis- 
tles ourselves that our letters shall make it easier for 
others to live. 


< 


Now 


There is nothing that calls for more nerve and faith 
and adventure than to decide when you will do the 
thing you have long intended. It is far easier to de- 
cide what to do than when to do it. Men intend to 
do pretty much the same things all around. They 
mean to pray more, to give more time to their spirit- 
ual life, and to correct many things that are wrong. 
Before each of us lies a long line of good things which 
we want to accomplish. Always the tempter gets us 
by the subtle suggestion that the time is not yet come. 
He never asks us to give up our good intentions, but 
only to look for a more favorable time. He suggests 
that the thing we would do demands our very best, 
and that we are not quite up to our mark to-day. 

The difference between men is not so much in the 
things they mean to do as in their decisiveness about 
when to do it. ‘* Behold,’’ says Paul, ‘‘now is the 
acceptable time.’’ Whenever he uses the word ‘‘ be- 
hold ’’ he means there is something worth looking at 
and of the nature of a surprise. A moral wonder is 
before him, Looking at all his inconveniences and 
atall the discouragements, when everything looks like 
an obstacle and the circumstances seem anything but 
propitious, with feelings low and adversaries many 
und the times full of disorder, he says ‘‘Now!’’ It 
will do as well as any time. God finds his opportu- 
nity in it. God is no martinet ; he does not demand 
that every little trifle should be ready to a nicety be- 
fore he can do anything, but this rough, shapeless 
situation is acceptable to him. 

We are always waiting to feel better before we be- 
gin what we intended. And days slip by and seasons 
pass, and the right adjustment of the feelings never 
seems to be achieved. Matthew Arnold found the 
truth that has saved many a worker when he found 
that 


** Tasks in hours of insight willed 
May be in hours of gloom fulfilied 


oe 
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For lack of this conviction many dream of noble 
things, but never get to work. ‘Ihe harvest is passed, 
the summer is ended, and nothing has happened, and 
they suppose it is because something was the matter 
with that particular kind of summer. We wait until 
we feel more like it, and we never do. Then we talk 
silly talk to each other about the flight of time, and 
how little we get done, and how crowded life is be- 
coming, and how little there is in a year. With too 
many this becomes almost the staple of their conver- 
sation, and they help each other on in sloth, 

We can find a thousand: excuses and reasons why 
now is not the time, or we can boldly break away all 
these fictions and appropriate Paul's glowing convic- 
tion that any day is a good day in which to receive 
the grace of God or to undertake his service. There 
seems to have been nothing particularly fortunate 
about those great days which have marked the turn- 
ing point in men’s spiritual life. The night when 
Jacob slept at Bethel was a most commonplace night, 
with the least possible in the surroundings to suggest 
anything celestial. All who have seen the place 
unite in describing it as the last place in which to 
hope for a revelation. On a common day Moses, un- 
expectant probably, had wandered out over the scrub, 
which was the very type of weariness, and God met 
him in a disclosing of himself which has made heaven 
nearer to earth ever since. 

Great decisions do not demand great scenery or 
special weather. With nothing in the surroundings 
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to suggést it then more than any other time, a man 
sat along the curb years ago with the rest of the base- 
ball nine in a general slump of aimless and profitless 
living, and just rose up and said: ‘* Well, good-by, 
fellows ; I'm going with Jesus Christ.’ Jesus, ex- 
hausted by the journey, sat down by the well at 
Sychar just as he was. It was nota time that was 
spiritually propitious. No one would: have said that 
much was about to happen, or that any great change 
would result from circumstances so uninspiring. But 
we know what happened. What response have we 
ever really made to the beautiful experience if we 
have not taken it to apply to our own average hours 
and common looking days, and if it has not raised in 
us the expectation that Christ will reveal himself 
then? 

Most days of most men are common looking. 
Probably nearly every day that dawns looks to us 
uneventful, yet there is not one of them that may not 
bear its full part in the formation of the soul and the 
fulfilment of our life. We may see in it nothing but 
the ordinary, but no day is a repetition of any other. 
Men fail as often from voting insignificant the day 
before them as they do from any other cause. If we 
could but give up these exacting notions and fictitious 
tests of what the right day ought to be, and what sort 
of feelings we ought to have, we should find every 
day brought its own wealth. It is the feelings with 
which we end the day rather than those with which 
we begin it that count the most. 





Is Satan a Real Person? 


Denial breeds denial. Denial of the virgin birth 
of Christ goes along with denial of the deity of Christ. 
Denial of the reality and universality of sin logically 
precedes or follows denial of the existence of a per- 
sonal prince or originator of sin, Satan. Denial of 
any part of God's truth is perilous indeed,—even 
though the one who does these denyings does so on 
the ground that it is not truth, but error, that he repu- 
diates. One of Satan's master strokes is to get men 
to believe that he does not exist; and in a world 
where men are only too glad to dull and minimize the 
tragic reality of sin, they welcome being toid that the 
originator of sin is a myth. An Ohio reader asks 
for reasons that shall offset this disastrous teaching ; 

Do you believe in a personal devil? If so, why? The 
reason for asking this is because there is a very intellectual 
minister at the present time preaching not far from this place 
who disclaims this tact. 

The Bible presents a personal devil so clearly that 
to understand its references to him as being merely 
figurative, standing for evil in the abstract, would be 
to bring the Bible below the grade of ordinary books 
in intelligence and trustworthiness. The Bible speaks 
of Satan or the Devil as ‘‘he,’’ and ‘‘him,’’ not ‘‘it.”’ 
For example, we read in Hebrews 2 : 14 that Christ 
took upon himself the body of a man ‘‘that through 
death he might bring to nought him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil.’’ If only imper- 
sonal evil has the power of death, such a passage as 
this, together with many others, very needlessly and 
ignorantly goes out of its way to present the devil as a 
person. The unique inspiration of the Bible as the 
Word of God becomes a strangely helpless thing if 
the person Satan does not exist. Again, he is referred 
to as ‘*the prince of the powers of the air’’ (Eph. 
2; 2),—a far-fetched reference for mere abstract evil. 
And ‘‘ Michael the archangel, when contending with 
the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst 
not bring against him a railing judgment, but said, 
The Lord rebuke thee’’ (Jude 9). Was it imper- 
sonal evil that wanted to get at the body of Moses? 

Our Lord Jesus Christ leaves us in no doubt as to 
the existence of the person Satan. When foretelling 
the time when the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
he says (Matt. 25 : 41), ‘* Then shall he say also unto 
them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into the eternal fire which is prepared for the devil 
and his angels.’’ Abstract evil needs no fire to pun- 
ish it. Our Lord gives us a gleam of vision into the 
future when, again, he says, ‘‘I beheld Satan fallen 
as lightning from heaven’’ (Luke 10 : 18). The 
apostle John is shown ‘‘ The dragon, the old serpent, 
which is the Devil and Satan,... bound... fora 
thousand years’’ (Rev. 20 : 2) ; and later, ‘* The devil 
that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, ... tormented day and night for ever 
and ever’’ (Rev. 20: 10). Answering those who ac- 





cused our Lord of casting out demons by the power of 
the prince of the demons, Christ answered, ‘‘ If Satan 
casteth out Satan, he is divided against himself’ 
(Matt. 12 : 26). All this is strangely unnecessary 
language if there is no power of evil in the universe 
save abstract sin and: sinful human nature. 

And if there is no personal devil, how was the sin- 
less Christ in the flesh tempted ? He was led up into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. If the 
devil there means only abstract evil, how would that 
evil get access to Christ ? There was no sin in him ; 
evil promptings could not have come from his sinless 
nature ; and he was alone in the wilderness. To do 
away with a personal devil leaves us in a difficult 
situation to explain this great crisis of our Lord's 
earthly life. 

Let any one who honestly desires the truth on this 
question take his Bible and.a Concordance, and 
thoughtfully, prayerfully read each passage listed 
under the words ‘*Satan’’ and ‘*devil,’’ Then let 
him ask, ‘‘ Is there a personal devil?’’ There can 
be but one answer that does not stultify the Bible, 
its writers, God, and one’s self. Satan is a person, 
present with his personal helpers in this world, seek- 
ing to destroy the works of God ; he is the most terrible 
adversary that mankind has. But Satan met his 
eternal conqueror when, nineteen centuries ago, Christ 
‘¢despoiled the principalities and the powers,’’ and 
‘‘made a show of them openly, triumphing over 
them.’’ Nota single attack of our great Adversary 
can harm us if we carry the shield of faith in our 
Lord, wherewith we ‘‘shall be abie to quench all the 
fiery darts of the evil one.”’ 

=— 
Who Can Produce “Fruits of 
Righteousness ” ? 

Righteousness is a practical thing, or it is not 
righteousness at all. Like godliness, it is wonder- 
fully profitable for the life that now is, It can be our 
daily, hourly experience. But we can not bring it to 
pass by mere determination, will-power, practise, habit, 
or any other such effort. A Pennsylvania reader asks 
a question that suggests the secret of this experience : 

When the Bible speaks of the ‘‘fruits of righteousness"’ 
(Phil. 1 : 11) and the ‘‘fruit of the Spirit’’ (Gal. 5 : 22), does 
it mean the very same thing? 

Yes. The only righteousness that any man can 
have is Jesus Christ. He ‘‘was made unto us... 
righteousness... :that, according as it is written, He 
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.’’ Nothing 
short of the literal, personal presence of Christ within 
a man, as that man is joined to Christ in organic 
union with Him, can produce the fruits of righteous- 
ness. Now the Holy Spirit is, as it were, the admin- 
istrator of Christ in this dispensation. ‘*He shall 
take of mine,’’ said our Lord, ‘‘and shall declare it 
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unto you.’" He works the works of Christ in us and 
through us. The Son and the Spirit are one God ; 
and the fruit of the Spirit is indeed the fruit of Christ 
our Righteousness. The same word for fruit is used in 
both these passages, and in each case in the singular, 
—as though it were one fruit producing many flavors. 
When we give up attempting to produce God's super- 
natural life and fruitage ourselves, and trust Christ to 
do it all for us, we shall live in a constant song of 
thanksgiving for the redeeming and empowering 
miracle of his present grace. 


— 


When Our Cherished 
Plans Are Changed 

We are sometimes tempted to think that our 
program is necessarily God’s program, and we chafe 
if we can not carry our program through. But a pro- 
gram that really can not be carried through is not 
likely to be God’s program ; for with God all things 
—that ought to be done—are possible. A friend of 
one of the readers of The Sunday School Times is 
being tested by a severe change in his life plans. His 
experience is given in the following letter : 

How can one know when one is called to preach ? 

I know a person who is very much troubled over this ques- 
tion. When a college boy he felt a burning conviction to enter 
the foreign field. He did so, and labored earnestly, and found 
great joy in the work. On account of ill-health he was forced 
to return to the States, and he entered the ministry here. He 
preaches good, vigorous gospel sermons, and is the most en- 
ene pastor in bringing up his work generally I ever 

new. 

He says that he doesn’t see any converts from his preaching. 
He feels sure of a definite call to work in the foreign field, but 
not a definite call to preach here. I believe-if he could be 
assured of this, he would be so genuinely happy in his work. 

This earnest minister's first duty is to be happy 
wherever he is. Or rather, his first duty is to trust 
Christ so completely that Christ’s own joy shall be in 
him, and his joy shall be made full. ‘This he can do 
by insisting with himself, in the strength of Christ, 
that no matter what happens he will remember the 
trustworthiness of his Lord, and will gladly accept 
whatever assignment of place or work his Lord gives 
him. 

After that, it will not be difficult to get clear, through 
prayer and a common-sense study of circumstances, 
as to what is God’s will for his work. There is noth- 
ing specially mysterious about knowing whether God 
calls one to preach. God makes his will known in 
this as in all else, in answer to prayer, by circum- 
stances and convictions that point to the answer. 
But we must be wholly surrendered to his will, just as 
ready to abandon preaching as to ‘take it up, ready to 
move from one place to another, and trusting God 
thankfully whether for the time being we are uncer- 
tain or certain of his will. The ill-health that it is 
said forced this missionary to return to the States may 
have been God’s decision that he should minister to 
needy souls in the homeland rather than abroad. And 
if the homeland is God's assignment for this minister, 
he can have a joy and a fruitfulness in service that 
he could never know if he were in a foreign field con- 
trary to God's will. If, on the other hand, he is led 
of God to see that in spite of ill-health the foreign 
field is God’s choice for him, he can then joyously 
trust God to make it possible for him to return. 

As for converts from his preaching, has he made a 
prayerful study of such God-given counsel, for exam- 
ple, as is given in the pamphlet ‘‘ A Spiritual Awak- 
ening,’’ being selections from the Lire and Lectures 
of Charles Finney? This little pamphlet (which may 
be had for 5 cents from the Association Press, 124 
East 28th Street, New York City) is believed by mis- 
sionaries to have been an instrument used of God to 
awaken notable revivals not only in China and India, 
but in home countries as well. 


nal 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


eo be God for making us uneasy. We devoutly 
recognize thee in the tumults of our time, and of onr 
own breasts. We thank thee for begetting in our hearts 
this insatiable hunger, and for spurring mankind to quest and 
question. ‘Thou reigning Redeemer, who didst burst the bonds 
of death, we rejoice that thou dost goad us out of our stagna- 
tion, and dost equip us with the abundant life, with all iis cost 
of thorny problems and vexing novelties. Keep us tenderly 
and keenly aware of thy presence in and around us thus. 
Make us sensitive to the developing revelation of thyself in 
personal experience and in events. And make us responsive. 
Give us the thrill of active partnership with the living God. 
Saturate us ‘with thyself. Take away our moral ugliness. 
Straighten out our twists—even if it does hurt. Cure us of all 
tricks and perversities. Beguile us into the ways of wisdom. 
Entice us into the: joys of uncalculating service. Discipline 


the child in us, and make us men, foursquare and large, strong 
and tender, passionate but pure, each after his own native bent 
but all like Christ. 





t.c5SON FOR AUG. 23 (Matt. 22:1-14) 
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Rubbing Elbows with Real Chinese for One Day 


An adventurous day’s journey in North China, capped 
with a village bully 


By Charles Ernest Scott 


> 





2 





Y country field is so fortunately situated along 
the new German railway that a trip that used 
to require several days of hard work to get into 

it from the north can now be reached from the south- 
east by train in a journey of a couple of hours. The 
Chinese swarm the third-class compartments, which 
are empty box-cars. In lieu of benches each person 
carries his deztao (bag) of blankets, which, rolled up, 
he uses for a car-seat, and, spread out, fora bed. Most 
passengers have. nothing to do on this novel journey 
except to smoke and gossip. They welcome any 
diversion. -Here is the opportunity for the itinerant 


lunge out over his sore back. Sometimes the rear 
one falls, and as you keel backwards it is almost with 
force enough to stick your feet through the: roof. 
Sometimes the animals go in opposite directions, when 
things also happen. Sometimes it were easy to im- 
agine you were experiencing several kinds of sea- 
sickness all at once. 

Noon ended this stage of the journey. In two 
hours by train I had gone nearly eight times as far, 
much more comfortably, and at less cost. 

The harder part of the day was ahead—7o # to be 
made on foot, a bridgeless river to cross, and an im- 

portant meeting scheduled for the 
evening. There was no time to 








The “Shantung Pullman ” 





“Lumbering, jerking, pitching, pulling at a three-mile-an-hour pace,” the 
second stage of Mr. Scott’s adventurous day’s journey was accomplished in a 
“ shantsi,"” a conveyance that keeps the traveler constantly wondering what 


will happen next. 


missionary ; and I usually start on this trip loaded 
with tracts for car-distribution. Rarely is one refused. 

The car is packed with people,—like sardines in a 
box,-— many squatting on the floor. The place reeks 
to heaven. Many, including women, are smoking 
cigarettes,—the abominable new foreign brand, de- 
signed especially for the Chinese trade, flavored with 
opium or a drug substitute. 

Strange, unimaginable purchases are scattered all 
about, even hanging from the car-walls, among 
them several strings of old fish. The foreigner finds 
it difficult to understand the Chinese predilection for 
the venerable. Near me is a huckster, one part of 
his wares being pickled eggs, three years old. These, 
for eggs, are ancient, and, like Rhineland wine long 
cellared, are looked upon as a great delicacy. Amid 
such surroundings gospel seed was prayerfully dropped, 
some of it to fall on good ground. 

After leaving the train, and on arrival at the inn, I 
found a shantsi available to take me three hours far- 
ther on my journey. A shantsi is a Chinece ‘* prairie 
schooner,’’ minus box, wheels, and tongue, floor of 
rope corded coarsely, and top of straw matting stretched 
over a frame of bamboo splints ; two long poles, fas- 
tened one each side of the body of the vehicle and 
stretching before and behind the body, made two pairs 

cf thills, into each of which a mule was hitched—a 
. strange tandem, since the vehicle was between the 
animals. I piled in on top of my bedding outfit ; 
and, to the accompaniment of mule-bells, the clatter 
of hoofs on the inn-yard stones, and the shouts and 
choice swear words of the driver, I was off, lumber- 
ing, jerking, pitching, pulling, at a three-mile-an-hour 
pace. I had heavy walking ahead for the afternoon, 
and was ‘‘saving up my blisters.’’ This stretch of 
the road was stony and rough ; and, all things con- 
sidered, ‘‘the Shantung Pullman,’’ despite its inim- 
itable motion of pepper-box, rocking-horse, washing- 
machine and churn-dasher combined, is the best 
adapted vehicle to get over this kind of road: 

The strong point of this mode of itineration is the 
state of guz vive—never knowing what will happen— 
in which the traveler is kept. Sometimes the front 
mule slips and stumbles in a mud puddle, and. you 





wait for the innkeeper to fire up 
and get a hot meal. So for dinner 
I bought of a peddler, hawking 
them on the nasty street, cold 
luvoa shao (coarse-flour native bis- 
cuit) and some peanuts. I chose 
to eat in the open, as I always do, 
even during winter, when possible, 
for reasons sufficient to the initi- 
ated. As I munched, the whole 
village gradually gathered to watch 
the manipulation of the foreigner's 
jaws, to comment on his buttons, 
to marvel at his colored glasses on 
top of another pair, and to discuss 
with animaticn the price of every- 
thing about him. Mealtime on 
the road usually affords an excel- 
lent opportunity for an informal 
preaching of the gospel. 

And as I travelled along—and 
this is one of the great advantages 
of walking—there were occasions 
innumerable to sow the seed. One 
sits down by the roadside to rest, 
or on a threshing floor, or on the 
nether millstone of a donkey- power 
flour mill, or on the steps in front 
of a temple—and there are always auditors in abund- 
ance, and usually willing to receive the little tract ex- 
plained and presented, 

I had not progressed far after my meal when I es- 
pied a patriarch coming down the road toward me. 
He carried the conventional little basket and shovel 
on his shoulder, and in the conventional manner was 
strolling out on the highway to 
improve the shining minutes gath- 





ering manure. In response to my 
salutation : ‘* What is thy honora- 
ble name?’’ he replied, ‘* My base 
name is Wau !"’ 

‘*What is your worthy given 
name ?”’ 

His eyes bulged at such polite- 
ness to a peasant, and he answered 
‘Ping Au!’’ (My given name is 
Peaceful). 

‘« What is your venerable age ?”’ 
I continued. At this marked cour- 
tesy extended to a plain old farmer 
he stuttered with delight, holding 
up his fingers in the expressive 
counting fashion of old Chinese 
men. In impressive silence, I 
read, ‘‘seventy-seven.’’ 

Then, with that polite considera- 
tion for the learner of their lan- 
guage that characterizes the peo- 
ples of Europe and Asia, as it does 
not Americans, the old man gravely 
bowed and said with emphasis : 
‘* You speak Chinese as though you 
had your coffin bought and your 
grave-clothes prepared’’—a high compliment, indeed, 
and wholly undeserved. This was his way of saying : 
‘You speak just right, correctly, like a native. Your 
language is as proper as is the social condition of that 
parent whose dutiful children have made all rightful 
preparation, ordained of custom, for his fitting burial, 
so*that he may daily look with paternal-pride upon 
his huge coffin, also his last habiliments safely stored 
in his own chest, and awaiting his dissolution !'* 





cries. 





Scrutinizing me with increasing interest, the old 
man was finding his tongue and massing his words, so 
to speak, for a raking cannonade of inquiry, loosing 
the fire of his long pent-up curiosity. ‘ 

Out of all the fireworks of words I learned that 
he had never in all his ‘* born days"’ seen a real for- 
eign devil; that he had always longed to gaze upon at 
least: one such strange creature before being gathered 
to the shades of his ancestors; that he had often con- 
templated making the journey to Tsingtau for this 
very special and highly desirable purpose, despite the 
heavy expense and loss of time it would entail. And 
now before his very eyes, near the home of his fathers, 
on the very high-road, he had, in broad daylight, run 
right into one! Surely, he was born under a lucky 
star, and his presiding genius was good! Now he 
could depart in peace, 

The old man bowed and bowed himself out of my 
presence, and started off again on his treadmill round 
of existence. ‘Then heturned and came back. Quite 
unabashed now, he confidently placed his hand on 
myarm. Out of his half-closed, unwashen eyes, run- 
ning with sores, he peered intently at me, scanning 
my face through and through,—every lineament, —as 
if searching my soul. Such a hungry look—and I 
have seen many in China—I have rarely met. Divin- 
ing his meaning, I laid my hand on his shoulder and 
said : 

‘«My venerable brother, you have spoken of my 
Chinese as being like ‘a coffin purchased and grave- 
clothes prepared.’ But are you ready to pass be- 
yond ?"’ 

A long silence as we gazed steadily at each other. 
His bent, withered frame shook. He pulled out an 
old, dirty ragsuch as hangs tied on to the blouse of 
the countryman, and which serves as towel, handker- 
chief, and washcloth combined, and wiped away his 
tears. At last he said: ‘*I fear to die. I have no 
hope, no hope !"’ 

I told him of the Overcomer of death, and the res- 
urrection hope. And then after a prayer we parted, 
probably never to meet again till at the Great Assize, 
but for months that mournful speech and hopeless 
manner, the more melancholy because indicative of 
millions of others here, have haunted me. 

A little later I reached the bank of the river, wide 
and bridgeless, but shallow and therefore fordable. 
A village was there, and quite a number of men and 
boys had gathered on the bank where a wordy quarrel 





A Halt on the Road for Rest and Lunch 





“ Oh, for a chance to eat in peace and quiet!” the Chi 





y often 


For reasons well known to the initiated the itinerator eats in the open 
whenever possible, and his halt in a village is a signal for the inbabitants to 


gather for an inspection of the foreigner. 


was in progress. Wishing to save the time involved 
in stripping and redressing, I hired a man to carry me 
across. He was short and stocky, powerfully built, 
with huge shoulders and thick chest, naked but for a 
loin cloth. As soon as I got on him he, unknown to 
me, evidently gave the crowd a wink and started in. 
They yelled and screamed with delight. The fighters 
were deserted. The farther we advanced the more 
the air was rent with laughter and shouts at the joke 
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about to be perpetrated. When nearly up to his 
middle, he suddenly Jet go, shook himself, and spilled 
me. Instantly I caught or,—not to him, but to the 
trick. This was ‘‘the village bully,’’ and the inter- 
pretation of his swagger, loud tones and marked boor- 
ishness when we struck the bargain all flashed over me. 

As for the ducking, I never was more surprised in 
my life. I had crossed many a time on men’s backs 
and never been much wet, let alone purposely dumped. 
As soon as I went down, he started to run, glancing 
over his shoulder with a leer at me sprawling, —which 
knowing leer everybody on the bank could see. ‘That 
roused my ire. I did not care so much that my 
clothes were drenched, or that the lunch and camera 
on my person were spoiled, as that a fellow with 
malice aforethought should perpetrate a trick like that. 

Quick as a wink I was up and after him. He fled 
toward the nearer bank. Realizing that he was gain- 
ing on me, I gathered myself together and lunged 
afier him. I never made a better football dive—hit 
him just above the knees, my grip a vise ; he toppled 
like a pillar. I jammed his head into the watery 
sand, and was about to administer severe punishment, 
when I was suddenly and providentially moved to a 
realization of the fact that my calling did not require 
me to act as though I were a Chinese soldier-ruffian or 
an advance bill-posting cigarette agent. So I got off 
the fellow, gasping and spitting sand, and _ slowly 
waded back ashore to the crowd, It had been greatly 
augmented, But they stood now silent and sobered. 

I waiked straight up to a man who looked as if he 
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might be one of the ‘‘ village elders,’’ and said, ‘* What 
kind of a way is this to treat a guest? Iam nota 
yamen runner, spying around here to oppress you, nor 
a thief to dig through your walls. Iam a friend, 
though you do not know it, and I have come 33,000 
4 to tell you of a universal religion that can give a 
man a new heart and make hiin good inside. ‘* Per- 
haps,’’ I continued, ‘‘ your village doesn’t know how 
to treat a guest. When your bully did that, you 
didn’t know that I am the personal friend of the 
magistrate of this Aséen [county]. If I should tell him 
of this outrage, his ya 7 [henchmen] would screw you 
and your village for a lot of money !"’ 

Thought of the horror at which I hinted brought the 
brother to his knees, and he pleaded ; ‘‘Spare us, oh, 
spare us. Don't tell! That dumper is a fool. He 
doesn’t know how to shu kwet ku [observe custom]. 
We are all ashamed of him. Rest your heart. I'll 
see that you get across yo kuan yu fu wt [with your 
coffin purchased and your grave-clothes prepared] !"’ 
And he called out of the crowd a couple of husky 
young bucks who took me across on their shoulders, 
high and dry. My ex tien (undeserved favor, grace, 
of the Pauline epistles), as they called it, on that day, 
was the opening wedge of some of the village leaders 
there, with their families, turning to the gospel. 

This exciting journey described by Mr. Scott was but a 

prelude to a most remarkable and astonishing meeting 

held that same evening by the native church in the vil- 

lage for which the missionary had set out. The next 


article of this notable series on China will tell what hap- 
pened at the unusual service, 
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THE HEART OF A GIRL 


When you first knew her she was only five; at ten, does she seem less a problem? How 
would you help her, complex child that she is? What would you have done? 


By Angelina W. Wray 
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(Continued from last week's issue.) 
Il. TEN YEARS OLD 


+ HAT a perfectly charming child!'' The 
visitor's tones were full of genuine admira- 
tion. ‘She's entirely unconscious of self, 

isn’t she? And that dear little face, just sparkling 
with animation and interest! I looked right at her 
all the time I was speaking. She was an inspiration 
tome. You are fortunate to have a child of so un- 
usual a type in your class.’’ 

‘**Um-m."’ The junior teacher's tones were not at 
all enthusiastic, and the visitor's eyes betrayed aston- 
ishment. 

‘©Oh ! she’s all right,’’ came the answer to the un- 
spoken query. ‘* Yes, she’s an attractive child, and 
every stranger falls in love with her at once. But as 
a steady diet she is rather bad for the digestion. 
Her name is Gracie Neal. She's the minister's only 
child, and the leader of the majority of the juniors. 
Did you notice the little girl directly opposite her ?’’ 

‘‘The one with the thoughtful face and the big 
gray eyes? Yes. I thought she, too, seemed a some- 
what unusual child.”’ 

‘*She is. She's the other leader in the department. 
Those who do not follow Gracie, follow her. Gracie is 
as quick as a flash, has an answer always ready, and 
sees the funny side of everything. Marion is ex- 
tremely reserved, is rather slow of speech, and does 
not always appreciate the humor in which Gracie de- 
lights. You can imagine the results.’ 

*¢Do I gather that personally you prefer Marion ?”’ 
the guest said smilingly. 

*« Well, she’s certainly a more dependable child,’’ 
was the warm reply. ‘Her hand-book is a joy to 
the eye. She's so careful and painstaking. Gracie’s 
work is ‘mixy and messy,’ as she herself describes it. 
She always hurries through it, and has plenty of time 
to make the other pupils laugh. Occasionally she 
amuses even Marion, but asa rule there is calm indif- 
ference on one side and hot contempt on the other.”’ 

‘«Gracie is so very, very pretty. I’m afraid I must 
acknowledge she has captured my heart.”’ 

‘* Yes, she’s pretty,’’ Miss Carson assented a little 
grudgingly. ‘*But she knows it, and that spoils it 
all,-in my estimation.”’ 

Both speakers glanced hastily at the child they 
were discussing. Gracie’s cheeks were like crimson 
roses. Her blue eyes burned like stars. 

‘*You don’t think she overheard us?’’ the visitor 
inquired, with some anxiety. 

‘*Why, she couldn't. We spoke very softly,’ 
Carson answered, carelessly. 


* Miss 


But Gracie’ $ quick ears had caught the last uncom- 
plimentary sentence, and ner heart was in a perfect 
turmoil of pain and indignation. Not for worlds 
would she have betrayed her real emotions. She 
giggled and joked, and made herself particularly fas- 
cinating to the pupils and particularly exasperating to 
the teacher the rest of the session, forcing the visitor 
to concede reluctantly, ‘‘ Yes, I can see that she must 
be very trying. It's too bad, for she is a most attract- 
ive-looking child,"’ 

But once outside the Sunday-school room, Gracie 
rushed homeward, mounted the stairs to her own little 
room, and flung herself on the bed in a passion of 
weeping. Suddenly she rose and dropped on her 
knees beside the bed. 

‘* Dear God,’’ she whispered, ‘‘ I’m pretty. And, 
what's worse, I know it. But you made me, God.”’ 

There was a long silence. Then the broken little 
voice went on, ‘‘I don’t know what to do about it. 
Do you?’’ She climbed up on the bed again. 

‘*Wish I'd die !’’ she said, hotly. ‘* Then I guess 
Miss Carson would be sorry. Yes, and I guess even 
Marion Benner would cry. Maybe,’’ a trifle wist- 
fully, ‘*maybe she'd like me a little then. Guess Ill 
soon die, I do."’ 

She stiffened her small body and folded her hands 
over her heart, lying motionless for one long instant. 

‘Anyhow, I’m glad I'll be pretty when I’ m dead,’’ 
she said, with a sigh of satisfaction. Then she rose 
suddenly, studied her radiant reflection in the long 
pier glass, smiled at the winsome little face that 
smiled back at her, tossed her long, shining braids, and 
said merrily, ‘Yes, and I’m glad I’m pretty while 
I'm alive,—so there !’’ 


WO weeks later the queer little play bade fair to 
become a reality. Gracie came home from 
school complaining of a sore throat. A high 

fever set in, and before the hushed household could 
realize it they found themselves in the presence of 
fear—fear terrible, unsuspected, insistent. 

‘« There isn’t any real danger, is there, doctor?’’ 
the mother asked, and shrank from the answer in the 
physician's eyes. 

‘«If we can only reduce the fever,’’ the doctor said 
slowly. ‘*That’s the danger, Mrs. Neal. We're 
doing all we can. She's such an excitable little 
thing, —always has been, you know,’’ and the kind. 
hearted man, who had a great tenderness for the gay 
little lassie, turned away hastily to conceal the quiver 
of his lips. 

Three days of awful suspense followed, days when 
the quick hands fluttered, fluttered \ithout rest, -when 
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the sweet voice chattered in delirium, and the merci- 
less fever scorched life away. 

Friends and acquaintances found it hard to credit 
the danger at first. Somehow mischievous, fun-lov- 
ing Grace seemed so far apart from death ; but as day 
after day the tidings were sent out—one degree higher, 
two higher, one lower, higher again, again, again—a 
tide of regret swept over the community. 

The trolley conductors, the postman, the apple- 
vender at the street corner, the school janitor, the big 
policinan whose ‘*beat’’ led him past the house, 
dozens of persons whom Dr. Neal did not know at all, 
stopped to inquire after her welfare, and ‘ Fighting 
Fred,’’ the bootblack whose pugilistic propensities 
has won deserved censure from the minister, voiced 
the general opinion when he said slowly, ‘Sure I 
hope the little girl will git well. She was so pretty 
that it made you feel good jist to look at her.’’ 

There came a night when only the mother was 
allowed to remain in the sick-room, when the famous 
specialist who had been called in to advise and aid 
shook his head and declared gravely, ‘‘She is beyond 
human power. There is not one chance in a hun- 
dred that she will live. 

‘«There must be no excitement,’’ he explained 
after a moment. ‘‘In all likelihood the child will 
have a conscious interval during the night. Possibly 
—a very faint possibility—if she found only her 
mother there, she might be calmed and steadied, and 
fall into a life-saving slumber. In all probability she 
will immediately relapse into delirium which can last 
but a brief time."’ 

Left alone, the mother looked down at the little 
daughter God had given her, whom she had borne in 
agony, for whom she would have shed the last drop 
of her heart's blood. The queer, quick, fun-loving 
little spirit whose merry words had brightened their 
everyday home life, always chattering, always joking, 
but so chary of caresses, so apparently independent of 
affection, —what did she really think and feel ? What 
had really gone on in the inmost heart-life of the 
beautiful child ? 


ITH a strange feeling of awe, with a keen desire 
to bridge in some way the overwhelming sense 
of distance between them, she laid her hand 

tenderly on the restless little fingers. 

. To her amazement the touch apparently quieted 
the child, The thin hands closed around her own. 
Afraid to stir, afraid to breathe, she sat motionless for 
along while. At last from utter weariness she fell 
into a troubled sleep. Waking with a start a few mo- 
ments later, she found Gracie’s dark eyes. gazing in- 
tently at her. 

‘You're here with me, mother ?’’ 

‘« Yes, sweetheart.’’ 

“I’m very sick. I 
mother,’’ 

‘¢ Dearest, mother wants you to stay with her.’’ 

There was a long silence. Then the weak little 
voice spoke again, this time with a tremor of fear. 

‘¢ Was the little lamb afraid when the Good Shep- 
herd took it, mother ?’’ 

‘*No, dearest. It was safe and warm and happy. 
Shut your eyes, dearie, and let mother sing you to 
sleep, just as she did when you were a wee baby.’’ 

‘Tm afraid, mother.’’ The dark eyes were wide 
with fear. 

‘* Darling, mother’s right here. Hold my. hand 
tight, and I'll sing ‘ Rock-a-by, baby.’ ’’ 

‘*Mother, did you say the little lamb was warm ?”’ 

‘‘Yes, darling, warm and happy.”’ 

‘‘Isawa little dead bird once, mother. 
bird was cold,’ 

ee Sweetheart, don’t think of the little bird. Think 
of the fun you'll have when you can play with father 
again downstairs,’ 

‘* You won't go away, mother ie 

‘*No, I'll stay right here.’ 

‘‘ For I want to see you last, bestest one of all.’’ 

The odd little pet name, a relic of Gracie’s baby- 
hood, unspoken for years, brought the blinding tears 
to the listener’s eyes, She forced them back. 

‘*What shall I sing, sweetheart? ‘ Rock-a-by, 
baby’ ?”’ 

Gracie smiled, a whimsical twisted little smile. 

‘*Don't sing that, mother. Sing ‘Hi! diddle, 
diddle ! The cat played the fiddle.’ ’’ 

And the mother did sing the foolish little rhyme 
over and over, over and over, until slowly, slowly, 
slowly, in the gray dawn, as the early sunbeams 
peeped through the open window, the fear faded from 
the pretty eyes and they closed in restful slumber. 

Life had conquered. The little girl was safe, and 
a happy family thanked God through scorching tears, 


think I’m going to die, 


The little 


(To be concluded in next week's issue) 
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‘‘The romance of ancient history.” 


Finding the Great Lost Empire of the Hittites 








= 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 
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HEN Ezekiel wrote of Jerusalem, ‘‘Thy father 
was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite,’’ 
he addressed himself to people who knew the 

historical significance of his words. But the passing 
away of civilizations—and the perishableness of hu- 
man memorabilia reduced these historical references 
to little more than empty names. The emergence in 
recent years of the significance of these names, as the 
appearance of the image on the photographic plate, 
has been of romantic, even entrancing interest. It is 
scarcely yet possible to bring this picture out of the 
dark room of historical research, but the picture is be- 
yond question and may be seen by all who will take 
the trouble to enter and look. Up to about the year 
1900, the Biblical mention of the Hittites was ‘‘orphan 
history’’ and by many treated with the scant consider- 
ation too often accorded to the rights of orphans. 

As late as 1903, Professor Jensen, at that time ac- 
counted the greatest authority on Hittite investigations, 
spoke of this people as the ‘*so-called Hittites,’’ and 
so far ignored the Biblical statements as to speak of 
the Hittites as ‘‘wholly unknown to us.’’ ‘This covert 


sneer at the worth of the Biblical history was not, of ° 


course, shared by all, perhaps not fully intended by 
Professor Jensen. But even those who accepted the 
Biblical hints at their face value were obliged to admit 
that the Hittites were a mystery and that, outside of 
the Bible, scarcely anything was known of this people. 


The Strange People Who Wore “‘ Pig-Tails”’ 


But for a good many years great strange facts ob- 
truded themselves upor the notice of explorers and 
travelers—from the AZgean coastland to Bagdad and 
from Carchemish to Karnak. These facts were gro- 
tesque monuments and pictorial representations which 
belonged to no known people, but whici were scat- 
tered over this wide territory and which covered a 
period from Chedorlaomer to Croesus, These great 
facts aroused the suspicion that there must have 
been a great, independent, imperial people, as yet 
unknown, who should leave monuments over a terri¢ 
tory greater than that occupied by any known empire 
of that age, and continuing for nearly a millennium, 
which, indeed, has proved to be in fact nearly fifteen 
centuries. As soon as it was established that these 
wide-spread monuments really represented the same 
people, a great empire emerged into history. 

Who were these strangers of the ancient world who 
everywhere appeared in conical hats, upturned shoes, 
and who dressed their hair in ‘‘pig-tails’’? The 
great inscription of the battle of Rameses II with this 
unknown people at Kadesh called them Kheta, as did 
also the treaty made with them after that battle. The 
cuneiform tablets of Tell el-Amarna spoke of a great 
people to the northwest from Palestine as the Khatti, 
as do also the cuneiform inscriptions of Babylonia, 
These Kheta and Khatti were at once deemed to be 
identical, and many claimed them as the Hittites of 
the Bible. Others strongly resisted this last identifi- 
cation, and even down to the year 1908 it was said 
that the identification was ‘‘ on insufficient grounds,"’ 
and even that ‘‘no such people as the Hittites ever 
existed.’’ To-day the identification is universally ad- 
mitted, and the Hittite power stands out as the third 
great power between Egypt on the south and the 
Assyro-Babylonian empire on the east. The right 
angle of the great triangle of ancient power rested on 
the mountain fastnesses of Asia Minor, and the Hit- 

_tites held that angle. How much this meant to the 
movements on the chess-board of war strategy it is 
impossible to say. That it meant enough to modify 
many previous conceptions of the world movements 
back and forth over Bible lands cannot be doubted. 

The identification between the Kheta, the Khatti, 
and the Hittites has been established in this way : A 
very recent discovery in Babylonia mentions the 
Khatti as early as 2400 B. C. (reported in The Sunday 
School Times of January 31, 1914). For some time 
it has. been known from the work of King that the 
Khatti had a large part in the overthrow of the First 
Dynasty in Babylonia. This latter is nearly synchro- 
nous with the earliest mention of the Kheta in Egypt 
in the Twelfth Dynasty, which represents the Hittites 
as in Southern Palestine, and this again harmonizes 
exactly with the matter-of-fact way in which the He- 
brew records speak of the Hittites in that region in 


** The most romantic event in the history of re- 
search in*Bible lands,’’ is Dr. Kyle’s estimate of the 
discovery of the great Hittite empire. As late as 
ten years ago the Hittite was accounted by the 
critics one of the ‘*‘ myths and legends of the Bible.’’ 
To-day, as the world awaits the reading of tablets 
that will reveal new secrets of this strange people, 
the Hittite well-nigh towers above all other ancient 
peoples in interest to the Bible student. 





the days of Abraham. ‘‘ Tidal king of nations,’’ the 
ally of Chedorlaomer, is probably correctly identi- 
fied by Professor Sayce with Dudkhaliya, a Hittite 
name. Dr. Pinches has discovered apparently the 
name of this same king in the Babylonian account of 
the expedition of the allies, and it is written Tudkhul; 
while Rameses the Great also names a Tidal (Dud- 
khaliya) among Hittite kings. Now the three-men 
war chariots which distinguish this strange people 
have been found on their own monuments in Asia 
Minor. Last of all, and completing the chain of evi- 
dence, the great seal of the strange people, the Kheta, 
as seen on the treaty which Rameses the Great made 
with them, is now found among the remains of the 
capital at Boghatz-keui in Asia Minor. 

As a demonstration, this presentation is not com- 
plete : captious criticism could point out gaps in the 
logical process, but as a chain of evidence it produces 
an impression of the correctness of the identification 
that is well-nigh irresistible. The identification is 
really beyond question, and the Hittites of the Bible 
stand before us as the great Hittite empire of Asia 
Minor and Syria. The appearance, at this late date, 
of a great lost empire is the most romantic event in 
the history of research in Bible lands. 

Now that the people of the strange, grotesque mon- 
uments are known to be the Hittite people, the 
Hittite empire may be located by the monuments, 
Hittite statues, citadels, and sanctuaries must have 
been in Hittite territory ; for even religion in that 
ancient world was strangely national, and not propa- 
gated in foreign lands but by the sword. Where the 
national gods have come, the national power must 
also have been established. The foreign missionary 
belongs only to the religion of a universal God and 
the common brotherhood of man. The discovery of 
the Hittite monuments, while not yet complete, has 
probably now extended to cover the whole imperial 
tesritory. They are found scattered from Sipylus, 
about twenty-five miles northeast of Smyrna, to Car- 
chemish on the upper Euphrates, and distributed over 
this whole highland region of Asia Minor from 
Boghatz-keui on the Halys as a northern border down 
to the Taurus range, the Cilician Gates, and Hamath 
in Northern Syria, as a southern boundary— 750 
miles east and west, and 350 miles north and south. 


An Empire in Mountain Strongholds 

The empire of the Hittites was certainly as great as 
this, and this was its location, but the monuments do 
not indicate its exact boundaries. Locating an em- 
pire by its ruins is good only as far as it goes, and it 
goes only as far as the material of the monuments was 
durable. It is most significant that the Hittite mon- 
uments are found only where suitable stone ts con- 
venient, Other material less durable could hardly be 
expected to remain until now. This limitation of the 
ruins to regions of suitable stone for monuments makes 
it almost certain that the existence of durable material 
for monuments elsewhere would have left marks of 
empire that would have set the boundaries outward 
from the line now known from existing monuments. 
Yet this extension of empire would necessarily be 
within quite moderate limits. For the Euphrates 
seems certainly the eastern limit, and on the other 
three sides the sea is not far away ; and, moreover, 
there is no evidence that the Hittites ever had a sea- 
coast line. Like the Incas of Peru, they perched on 
the highlands and built their strongholds in the 
mountain fastnesses, but, unlike the Incas, they seem 
to have cared for the sea-coast not at all. 

n 1906 Professor Winckler uncovered the ruins at 
Boghatz-keui and recovered its buried monuments, 
together with an immense collection of cuneiform 


tablets from its archives. It was this discovery that 
set the Hittites in the limelight of research and of 
interest, and resulted in the final identification of the 
Kheta and the Khatti and the people of the strange 
monuments of Asia Minor with the Hittites of the 
Bible. Winckler’'s share in the work, though so bril- 
liant, was very brief. It began with his announcement 
to the world, in 1906, of his great find at Boghatz-keui, 
and was ended pathetically by his death last year 
after long ill-health. He was not able to complete 
by his own labors the examination and publication of 
the full account of |.is unparalleled discoveries. As 
yet, little more is available than his first announce- 
ment and the great monuments 7 sz/u at Boghatz- 
keui. A corps of scholars has been long at work in 
tantalizing silence at Constantinople upon the great 
collection of tablets which Winckler brought back 
from his explorations, 

The remaining great monuments at Boghatz-keui 
are the palace, the citadel on the Acropolis, the out- 
lines of the city on the plain below, and most remark- 
able of all, a mountain sanctuary with scores of sculp- 
tured personages, gods and goddesses, ‘men and 
women. We build ‘‘ Halls of Fame’’ ; the ancients 
sought them in nature's architecture. Bryant wrote 
‘«The groves were God's first temples,’’ but he was a 
Western poet, who lived among beautiful forests. In 
that part of the world in which Bible students are 
most interested the hills were God's first temples. 
The Canaanite climbed away from the turmoil below 
to some commanding mountain promontory nearer to 
God, and there worshiped at his high place. The 
Hittite withdrew into a secluded mountain fastness, 
and found there nature's cathedral, and sculptured on 
the cliffside his gods and goddesses, and presented 
stage after stage of the most remarkable religious pro- 
cession of gods and worshippers, gods and men on 
the one side of the valley, and goddesses and women 
on the other side of the valley, with the puzzling ex- 
ception of one woman among the gods and men and 
one man among the goddesses and women, and both 
lines of the procession meeting together at last in 
some mysterious central rite in the farthest recess of 
the mountain sanctuary. 


Awaiting News from a Great Capital 

At the present time the laying bare of the great 
ruins of the later great capital of the Hittites at Car- 
chemish, the modern Jerablus, is progressing by the 
efforts of an expedition sent out by the British Museum. 
Full account of the work has not yet been given to 
the world, but a preliminary illustrated account in the 
London Illustrated News, by D. G. Hogarth, the leader 
of the expedition, feeds our fancy and curiosity as few 
recent accounts of discovery have done. A walled en- 
closure a half-mile square is being laid bare ; already 
palaces and the citadel have been found with mar- 
velous grotesque sculptures, and, most important of 
all, one hundred new inscriptions in Hittite hiero- 
glyphs have been found,—a number greater than all 
those in Hittite hieroglyphs yet recovered from all 
other sources. Among these is one longer than any 
other yet found, and in beautiful, clear text. 

As Carchemish lay on the Assyrian border of the 
Hittite empire, the recovery among the ruins at this 
place of a long bilingual inscription in Hittite hiero- 
glyphs and cuneiform characters is momentarily ex- 
pected, which will open up to the world the wealth 
of information which is certainly hidden away in the 
one hundred and sixty inscriptions of this strange 
character now known. 

Hittite discoveries are certainly not at an end, but 
so much has been brought to light that this once 
despised people, laughed out of history by some 
scholars, stands forth a third great power with Baby- 
lonia and Egypt, at the strategic position of power 
and empire between them, a nation without a sea- 
port, without great navigable rivers, secure in her 
highland fastnesses, the empire of ‘‘the mountain 
island.’"” Who were these people, and what the 
course of empire? How did they rise and how did 
they fall, and what were their contributions to the 
civilization of the ancient world? These questions 
must wait another month, and then we shall hear The 
Emerging Story of the Hittites Themselves. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in the Class 


HY do people always put on their good clothes 
when they go to church? So that other peo- 
ple may see them, did you say? No, not 

quite that. There may be some people who go to 
church to show off a new hat, but more people go 
because they want a new heart. We wear our good 
clothes because we are going into the house of God, 
and we feel that we ought to show respect to him. 
Do you remember when we were studying the Old 
‘Testament lessons about the tabernacle and the 
priests? If you have forgotten it, then turn back 
there and read in Exodus 28 about the fine garments 
that the priests were bidden to wear when they came 
into the house of God. God is not indifferent to the 
looks of things, for the appearance of things is very 
important. Ask the men who grow oranges or apples 
or make automobiles if they do not think that this is 
true. Some careless people like tocxcuse themselves 
for their carelessness by saying that outward appear- 
ances are nothing. es to be sure they are not 
everything, but there is something wrong with the in- 
ner life if it does not look right on the outside. Jesus 
tried to teach men that it was not enough to accept 
God's invitation and come to him; we must put on 
the outward so that we show to others our respect 
for him. 


The Teacher’s Survey 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 


There is one way of presenting this lesson that will 
certainly hold the attention of a class, and the lesson 
writers give abundant material to prepare with. Let 
the teacher set out to describe an Oriental king’s 
feast from the start right up to the eating,—the invi- 
tation and the second invitation and the wedding 
garments given out, etc. Then describe /Azs feast, 
the extra invitation, the refusal and the collection of 
the people from the crossroads, and the concealed 
contempt of the man who would wear no wedding 
garment, This will give a sharp contrast, the very 
same contrast that was in the minds of the poe to 
whom Jesus spoke; for, as he was talking, they were 
constantly thinking how unnatural the conduct of 
these people was. 

Then the application of the lesson may be made to 
us and our reception of the invitation of the King, 
our Lord. In making this application Dr, ‘Thomas’ 
Sunday study will be found to be an excellent guide 
for the interpretation of the separate terms of the 
parable. Indeed, a teacher might well use the ques- 
tions of that paragraph just as they occur as the basis 
of the conduct of the lesson hour. ° 


The Class in Session 


This is the third of the parables that Jesus spoke 
in the temple enclosure, which were directed most 
pointedly at the religious leaders. There were in the 
group about him some of these very leaders. This 
we may feel sure of. Mr. Gordon (paragraphs 1-3) 
sketches a very likely imaginary picture of the scene. 
Jesus wanted to make it very plain to these people 
just what they were doing with their God. He used 
a parable somewhat likeone that he had used before, 
but with a different purpose (Dr. Riddle and Dr. 
Thomas, opening paragraphs), A wedding feast is 
a suitable simile for the kingdom of God, because real 
yvodliness is productive of gladness, as Dr. ‘Thomas 
points out (Monday study). The invitation is re- 
peated oftener than would be the case with any hu- 
man king. This would be apparent to the listeners, 
and would show them and us how patient our God is 
with our obstinacy (Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 2). Dr. 
Riddle (vs. 5, 6) points out that an attack on a mes- 
senger of a king would be most unlikely, and this 
again would press home the unnatural conduct of 
God's people. But whether those who were invited 
simvly made light of it or attacked the messengers, 
they were in open rebellion; for, as Dr. Thomas says 
(Wednesday study), apathy and enmity are equally 
rebellious. It is a serious thing to make light of any 
man’s kindness, but in the case of God, our King, 
it is fatal, for it compels him to show his sovereign 
power (Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 4). 

A king in such an event would send forth his 
armies; and both Dr. Riddle (v. 7) and Dr. Thomas 
(Thursday study) suggest that the Roman legions 
under Titus, that destroyed the city of Jerusalem 
just forty years later, may have been in the mind of 
Jesus when he used that word ‘‘armies.”” There is 


an ominous sound to that simple phrase ‘‘ not wor- 
thy’ that Dr. Thomas calls attention to (Thursday 


LESSON 8. AUGUST 23. THE WEDDING FEAST i) 


Matthew 22 : 1-14. Commit verses 8, 9 


Golden Text: O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth the prophets, and stoneth them that are sent unto her! how often would I have gathered 
L thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her own brood under her wings, and ye would not !—Luke 13 : 34 


1 And Jesus answered and spakeeagain in parables unto 
them, saying, 2 ‘Ihe kingdom of heaven is likened unto a cer- 
tain king, who made a marriage feast for his son, 3 and sent 
forth his } servants to call them that were bidden to the mar- 
riage feast: and they would not come. 4 Again he sent forth 
other ' servants, saying, ‘lell them that are bidden, Behold, I 
have made ready my dinner; my oxen and my fatlings are 
killed, and all things are ready : come to the marriage feast. 
5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his 
own farm, another to his merchandise ; 6 and the rest laid 
hold on his ! servants and treated them shamefully, and killed 
them. 7 But the king was wroth ; and he sent his armies, and 
destroved those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then 
saith he to his ! servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but they that 
were bidden were not worthy. 9 Go ye therefore unto the 
partings of the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to 
the marriage feast. 10 And those ! servants went out into the 
highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, 
both bad and good: and the wedding was filled with guests. 
11 But when the king came in to behold the guests, he saw 
there a man who had not on a wedding-garment : 12 and he 
saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having 
a wedding-garment? And he was speechless. 13 Then the 
king said to the ? servants, Bind him hand and foot, and cast 
him out into the outer darkness ; there shall be the weeping 
and the gnashing of teeth. 14 For many are called, but few 
chosen. 


1 Gr, bondservants 2% Or, ministers 


The American Revision copyright, igot, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the varions lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘limes.) 

Verse 1.—To whom was Jesus speaking at this time? 
(Riddle ; Gordon, 1-3.) 

Verse 2.— What was meant by *‘ the kingdom of heaven ?’? 
What was the custom as to *‘ marriage feasts ’’ at that time? 
(Riddle ; Thomas, Monday.) 

Verse 3.—Was it usual to send servants to call the guests 
invited to a feast? (Riddle ; Thomas, Tuesday.) 

Verse 4.—Was it unusual to have to send the second 
time? (Riddle; Ridgway, 2; Thomas, Tuesday.) 

Verses 5, 6.—Was such indifference and violence as this 
on the part of the guests likely to have occurred in actual 
life at that time? (Riddle; Ridgway, 3; Thomas, Wed- 
nesday ; Class in Session, 1.) 

Verse 7.—What do the armies in the parable represent ? 
(Riddle ; Thomas, Thursday; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 9.—What sort of people would be likely to be 
found in the highways ? (Riddle ; Thomas, Friday ; Class 
in Session, 2.) 

Verse 10.—What is meant by ‘‘ both bad and good’? ? 
(Riddle ; ‘thomas, Friday ; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 11.—What was the necessity and significance of 
having on a *‘ wedding-garment’”’ ? (Riddle; Ridgway, 5 ; 
Thomas, Saturday.) 

Verse 13.—Why did the king treat the man without a 
wedding-garment so harshly? What was meant by ‘ the 
outer darkness’’? At what time did Jesus mean there 
should be ‘‘the weeping and the gnashing of teeth’’? 
(Riddle ; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 14.—For what purpose, and how, would many be 
‘called’? ?) Why were only a few ‘‘chosen,’’ and who 
was to do the choosing? How did the sending forth of 
only one guest indicate that few were chosen? (Riddie ; 
Mackie, 3; Thomas, Saturday ; Lesson Summary.) 

Verses 2-14.—What is the interpretation of this parable ? 
(Thomas, Sunday ; Questions, Pucker ; Lovett; Class in 
Session, 3.) 








study). This King, our God, is determined that his 
feast shall be supplied with guests (Dr. Riddle, v. 
10), and so he sends out to the places where every 
Tom, Dick, and Harry may congregate, for they 
will be glad to come. Dr. Thomas (Friday study) 
calls attention to the fact that this is precisely what 
God did do when he sent his apostles to the Gentile 
world, about which the book of Acts tells us. This 
Mr. Gordon (paragraphs 9-12) calls the turn of the tide 
in God’s patience. 

But even now, when the hall is filled with guests, 
all is not as it should be. One who is there is ‘not 
worthy.” With royal generosity (Dr. Mackie, para- 
graph 4) the king provides a wedding garment for 
all who come, but one man does not wear it. ‘This 

ictures to us the righteousness that is ours on con- 
ession of Christ (Dr. Riddle, v. 11) and which many 
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despise, saying that outward confession is not impor- 
tant. Here again we have nothing less than rebel- 
lion (Saturday study), and Mr. Gordon shows it to be 
the worst sort of rebellion (paragraphs 13-16). This 
man made the mistake of thinking that some of God’s 
wishes are unimportant. Dr. Thomas calls attention 
to the significant elements of that punishment (Sat- 
urday study). The phrase, ‘‘Many are called, but 
few chosen,” is explained by Dr. Riddle (v. 14) in the 
only way possible, and in a way which presents no 
difficulty to any normal mind. 


A Lesson Summary 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of all wisdom, 
and the elemental blunder that the sinner makes is in 
thinking that a man can do as he likes about moral 
questions and spiritual things. The Old Testament 
shows us a God who 1s asovereign, the Gospels show 
us a God who is a Saviour, and the rest of the New 
Testament writings show us sinners being saved. 
But God has never ceased to be a sovereign and a 
King, and the man who makes light of Jesus, the Son 
of God, has written his own doom. It. may be that 
we Christians are somewhat to blame for putting such 
an overdose of sweetness into our gospel that we 
have concealed its inevitable imperative demands. 

I cannot make light of Christianity and escape the 
destruction of my soul; and, more than that, I must 
not make light of any detail of God’s wishes. It 
makes no difference what I think God ought to be or 
todo. His name is Jehovah—I Am. y wisest 
course is to find out what his wishes are and hasten 
to fulfil them. 


Questions for Class Use 

1. Why did Jesus give this parable ? 

2. Why was it a courageous thing to say? 

3. How can I make light of God’s invitation ? 

4. How may I know that God’s patience is limited ? 

5. How was destruction visited on the Jews? 

6. Who are those gathered in finally to the King’s sup- 
per? 

7. In what way may I refuse to put on God’s wedding 
garment? 


Other Teaching Points 

Jesus was not afraid to say the disagreeable thing to the 
very man who needed to have it said to him, ‘The person 
who conceals the truth for fear of losing a friend or a place 
has accepted a spiritual bribe. 

It will be a dangerous but profitable thing for all of us 
to dare to put down in black and white the things that we 
now have that we are willing to give up for Christ. 


Those who were invited and refused did not realize what 
they were doing. Is it not true that irreligious persons, 
generally speaking, consider religion as an unimportant 
thing? That is the crime of it. 

God is not without means of defending his name. He 
moves slowly, for ‘‘ armies’’ are not marshaled quickly, but 
eventually those who despise God are crushed, ‘* ‘Though 
the mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind exceeding 
small.’’ 

To those who ask why church-membership is important, 
we may very well tell the story of the man who wanted to 
be in on his own terms, but was not allowed to remain. 





There is a way of entrance into the soul-life of every 
member of the class, and that way is the precious privilege 
of the teacher to find, It may not appear on the instant, 
but prayerful study, and patient watchfulness will disclose 
it. With that disclosure all sound lesson-study becomes 
available, and earnest teaching is no longer flung against a 
barrier, Lut moves through open gates, 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Matt. 22 : 15-22.) 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 

interest in the coming lesson. ‘lhe suggestions and ques- 

tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.] 

Every one knows how easy it is to fall into a trap 
when shrewd people are trying to catch you. In the 
temple on that Tuesday they tried to ‘‘trap” Jesus 
so that they could find an excuse to arrest him, but 
he was far too shrewd to be caught. 


1. Who were the Ilerodians? 

2. What was the trick in their question ? 
3- Why did Jesus call them hypocrites ? 

4. What was the cleverness of his answer ? 
5. See if you can discover in the lesson: 


A queer mixture. 
An oily talk. 

A good witness. 
A good joke, 


Evanston, ILL. 








LESSON FOR AUG. 23 (Matt. 22 : 1-14) 


The Flood-Tide of Patient Love 
By S. D. Gordon 


HERE was a stir in the temple courtyard as 
a finished the story of the faithless hus- 
andmen. The official deputation of Pharisees 
moved off with great dignity, heads up, brows knit, 
and faces scowling. ‘They wanted the crowds, espe- 
cially the foreign Jews, to feel their importance; and 
also to know that they disapproved very decidedly of 
this man Jesus. 

Yet within themselves there was a bitter feeling of 
having been routed. And the crowds, too, felt that 
it was so, A crowd is so keen to sense such a situa- 
tion. And there wasn’t much sympatby lost between 
the crowd and these leaders, ‘The crowd under- 
stood too well the utter selfishness and arrogance 
and inconsistency of these men. Now the crowd 
shifts, and changes position, — in little knots 
about this set-to and the rout of the leaders, 

‘Then Jesus begins talking again. And again the 
crowd settles itself to listen, And the leaders linger 
on the outer edge, but still within ear-shot. ‘The 
are keeping in touch. Their dignity, sorely offended, 
would send them off, but their eagerness to get some- 
thing to use against Jésus, and something more, 
some fascination this Man whom they hate has for 
them, these overcome the dignity. hey wait and 
listen, 


This new story has in it the wooing note as well as 
the warning note which was in the vineyard story. 
It’s a marriage feast this time, a royal marriage 
feast. A king’s son is to be married. And all the 
joyousness of music and feasting and gifts, of being 
honored guests at the royal palace, in the presence 
of the king himself, sharing his delight and his son's 
happiness, all this is held out attractively, as only 
this matchless story-teller could do. Gently and 
patiently and graciously Jesus pleaded with these 
national leaders. 

‘Then the dark coloring of the picture comes, and 
is at once recognized. ‘These marriage feast guests 
are strange guests. They are not only indifferent to 
the king’s graciousness, but actually discourteous, 
rude, and insulting. And some even go so far as to 
maltreat, and then actually to kill, the king’s mes- 
sengers. 

There’s only one explanation of such conduct. 
These guests are in rebellion against their king. But 
the fault in the rebellion must be wholly on their 
part, for the king is very gracious. Notwithstanding 


their strange conduct, he persists in his gracious: 


wooing efforts to win them back. 


What an intensely dramatic picture! How real- 
istic! The King’s Son himself sits pleading in the 
temple courtyard, persistently and with a wondrous 
grace pleading. He holds the door open. Even at 
this late hour,—no, not the eleventh, the clock will 
soon strike twelve,—even yet they may come if they 
will. 

But the special invited guests, hanging on the out- 
skirts of the crowd as far off as they can get to be 
still within ear-shot, listen with set jaws and sullen 
eyes and hard faces, in their hearts uletting the death 
of the Pleader. No, don’t talk about them. Look 
into your spirit-mirror, 


’ 

Then the tide turns. This is one striking thing 
about these national parables of these last days. ‘The 
tide runs to flood, a high flood in the graciousness 
and patience shown. It seems to tarry at flood, held 
there by the power of a reluctant, unseen hand, as 
though it cannot recede. It seems to hurt God’s 
heart so when men won't rise on the flood-tide of his 
pleading, patient love. 

Then the flood begins to recede, not in bitterness 
of anger, in sobs of grief; for men must be allowed 
to do as they prefer. God will not interfere with 
human choice. And the receding flood swamps those 
who would not rise upon it. 

Yet wrong must be righted, and will be. Sin can- 
not be ignored. It refuses to be ignored even when 
we would gladly ignore it. The fire of punishment, 
self-kindled in every sin, smoulders within, burning 
hotter, and, unless put out, breaks out and burns up. 

This is the terrific truth, so unwelcome, so pecul- 
iarly distasteful to-day, but still so terribly, sadly 
true. Shutting your eyes to the fire doesn’t keep it 
from burning you. The Jew nation found this out, 
and has been in the fire ever since. ‘There are no 
exceptions to the working of this law, where the 
heart hardens itself against God’s love. 


Here this masterly story-teller wisely and adroitly 
makes a shift in his story. ‘The marriage invitation 
is clearly another appeal to the leaders. The crowd 
is thinking about the group of men standing out on 
the edge listening. Maybe some heads are turning 
to see how the leaders are taking the story. So Jesus 
quietly gives the story a practical turn. - He puts in 
a personal bit for these crowds. ‘They were sympa- 
thetic with Jesus, and may be thinking of them- 
selves as ‘‘ not like those men.”” They need to bring 
their thoughts nearer home. 

Jesus tells of the guest who had accepted but was 
not in harmony of heart with his host. His refusal 
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to wear the garment furnished was not merely rude; 
it was much worse, it was rebellion; it was setting 
his own will up against his sovereign’s. Why did he 
come at all? But wilfulness is never consistent with 
itself. It isn’t enough to be sympathetic with 
en these temple crowds are told; there must be 
armony of will with his. A man may be enrolled 
among God’s people at their chief feast, the Lord's 
Supper, and in heart be wholly outof touch with God. 
This iscommon, One may even accept Christ as a 
Saviour, but live in rebellion of life against him. 

We must put on the white robe. There must be a 
pure heart and a -tlameless character. These are 
— for us by the blood of Jesus and by the Holy 
spirit. They must be put on as part of ourselves 
4 ev. 19: 8; trace eight other similar references in 

evelation). 

It is not enough to be called. We must grow the 
character that is needful to be chosen for inner fel- 
lowship, and for trusty, faithful service (Rev. 17 : 14). 

New York City, 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


IME anpv Piace,—This lesson follows immediately 
the preceding one. It forms the conclusion of 
the first conflict in the temple with the chief 

priests and Pharisees, and enforces the warnings di- 
rected against them. ‘The time was Tuesday, April 
4, A.D. 30, and the place in some outer court of the 
temple. 

The Parable.—It is peculiar to this Gospel, although 
resembling in many details that recorded in Luke 
14: 15-24. However, thetwoare quite distinct. ‘That 
in Luke was spoken three months earlier. It tells of 
‘‘a great supper,” while here a ‘‘ marriage feast” for 
a king’s son is narrated. The tone and purpose 
differ, as do several important details, In the earlier 

arable the goodness and grace of the maker of the 
east are brought out; here, severe punishment by 
the insulted king is emphasized. The substitution 
of new guests is common to both parables, probably 
pointing to the calling of the Gentiles ; but here the 
choice of the guests is brought out in the closing 
statement (v. 14). 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—Unto them: To the people gathered 
about Jesus in the temple, including some of the 
rulers, against whom this parable also was directed. 

Verse 2.—The kingdom of heaven: The kingdom 
from heaven which Christ was to establish on the 
earth.—A are fa : Wedding festivities in 
the East are deemed of great importance, and in 
the case of a king’s son would be elaborate and pro- 
longed. The word ‘‘dinner” in verse 4 points to the 
earlier meal of the day, while verse 13 suggests that 
the festivities were prolonged until night. 

Verse 3.—7Zo call them that were bidden: This 
was the usual custom. 

Verse 4.—Other servants: This second sending 
was quite unusual. Guests bidden by a king would 
not be likely to need a second call. 

Verses 5, 6.—Made light of zz: This is indicated 
by their going about their ordinary affairs, The ex- 
cuses were given more fully in the earlier parable. — 
Laid hold on his servants; ‘This violent treatment 
was not likely to have occurred in actual life at that 
time. ‘This gives force to the parable in its applica- 
tion to the Jewish rulers, 

Verse 7.—His armies: Itis generally held that, in 
the interpretation of the parable, this refers to the 
Roman armies besieging Jerusalem.—7Zzeir city: 
Not the king’s residence, but the home of the guests 
who killed his servants. Hence Jerusalem is proba- 
bly referred to. 

Verse 9.—The partings of the highways: The 
phrase is peculiar ; literally, ‘‘the ways through the 
ways.” ‘The reference is to what we term ‘the forks 
of the roads,” ‘‘cross roads.” At such places people 
would naturally gather. ‘That verses 9 and ro refer 
to the calling of the Gentiles is generally acknowi- 
edged. 

Verse 10.—Both bad and good: Allkinds of people, 
without regard to their apparent moral character. 
‘The acceptance of the invitation was the chief con- 
cern of the king’s servants. 

Verse 11.—Zo behold the guests: Not merely to 
‘*see,” but to look upon them with pleasure, as it 
were.—Had not on a wedding-garment: Usually a 
long white robe. Sometimes Oriental monarchs fur- 
nished such robes to their guests. Many hold that 
this was true in this parable. Hence ‘‘the wedding 
garment” is interpreted as the righteousness of 
Christ freely given to believers. But others refer it 
to the moral and spiritual fitness resulting from a 
real acceptance of God's gracious invitation. 

Verse 12.—Friend: Judas is thus addressed (chap. 
26 : 50).—He was speechless: Thus confessing him- 
self guilty. He had had time to provide himself with 
a wedding garment. Appearing without one was a 
deliberate insult to the king. 

Verse 13.—Zo the servants: Or, ‘‘ ministers.” 
“Attendants” would be a good rendering.— Cast him 
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out into the outer darkness: The feast had lasted 
until night, and the outer darkness is contrasted with 
the brilliantly lighted banquet hall. But the expres- 
sion is a figure for severe punishment, as the next 
clause shows. ‘The treatment of this man would not 
be deemed harsh in Oriental usage. The king had 
been grossly insulted.— 7here shall be the weeping 
and the gnashing of teeth: As this language is at- 
tributed to our Lord himself in all the other passages 
in which it occurs, it is probably not that of the king 
in the parable, but our Lord’s own description of 
future punishment ; figurative indeed, but pointing 
to a fearful reality. 

Verse 14.—for. This introduces our Lord's com- 
ment on the parable.—.Vany are called: This refers 
to the outward call of the gospel.—Auz-: A conjunc- 
tion, and not equivalent to ‘tonly.”—Few chosen: 
While ‘‘chosen” implies God’s choice, yet the wear- 
ing of the wedding garment is the outward sign and 
result of this choice. Hence human responsibility is 
involved, whether we can reconcile the two facts or 
not. ‘‘ Few,” in contrast with ‘‘ many,” suggests 
that the one man in the parable represents a large 
class. This verse virtually sets forth the main les- 
son of the parable. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The ‘ Yellow” Journal.—7hey would not come 
(v. 3). The very best for a wedding feast. Excel- 
lence and abundance (Psa. 84: 11; Matt. 6: 33), R.S. 
V. P. Refusal a slap inthe face. Young men who 
will not listen to those who love them best quickly 
respond to the Devil’s ‘‘come.” ‘Tad, the daffydill 
man, has just printed a cartoon of a tough young 
prize-fighter to whom two low-brows are giving ad- 
vice in a ring-corner. Under the piciure is printed 
this: ‘‘ The young bruiser listens intently to the ad- 
vice of his ring-handlers. What a difference there 
would have been in him if he had listened with the 
same interest to his mother and teacher.” New York 
Journal? Yes. Mr. Brisbane, the great editor, is 
one of our most effective preachers of righteousness. 
His voice is high and clear for the things that Jesus 
taught, and if the paper is ‘‘ yellow,” the editorials 
and cartoons are not. Before you write me in indig- 
nation, sir, suppose you read some of those editorials, 
and see for yourself how they are preaching right- 
eousness in places the rest of us can not go. Here’s 
to you, Editor Brisbane ! one of my best helps. 


The Real Invite.— 4 gain he sent forth(v. 4). Most 
invitations are mere politeness and not hearty hospi- 
tality. Uncle Billy says: ‘‘ When the whole Watson 
family is invited to a party, it is expected Aunt Sally 
and me will have wit enough to stay home and leave 
room for the poate folks.” Thatisn’t Heaven’s way. 
Heaven expects fhe whole family from Gran’pop 
Watson down to Baby Sam (Jer. 31: 1). God is the 
only inviter I know who coaxes his guests and keeps 
sending and sending. How many invitations has an 
old sinner like you had this month? While the lamp 
holds out to burn that invitation willreturn, Heaven 
is such a superb place and God is such a tremendous 
man-lover that he exhausts metaphors in persuading 
his children to come and live forever in glory with 
him. God willnot take asnub. Not like other gods. 
He will not be ‘‘thrown down.” You will hear his 
call to-morrow, next day, and other days, and if you 
die, you die as the fool dieth (Jer. 31 : 3). 


If You Dare.— They made light of it (v. 5). Any 
invitation from a good man is a thing to be treated 
with reverence and respect. To make light of it is 
the height of vulgarity and rudeness. If a company 
of business men meet together for a noble purpose 
and invite you to join them, you will make light of it 
at your business peril. When Jones invites you to 
the wedding feast of his daughter, if you joke and 
make light of the compliment you will never darken 
the Jones’ door again. And Jones’ friends will de- 
spise you. Do you treat Heaven as you do not dare 
treat Business and Society? Alas! the world has 
always made light of its blessings. I am going to 
make a list of them some day. ‘There is the tele- 
phone,—during the Centennial the stock could not 
find a purchaser. When gas illumination was first 
proposed, it was made light of! Sir Walter Scott 
speaks of a crazy man trying to light London with 
smoke. And so when God comes with heaven in his 
hand, the same blind and stupid old world can never 
see the glory of it (Luke 7 : 30-34). 

Waiting for the Party.— 7he king was wroth (v. 7). 
I am sitting in the lobby of a hotel up the state 
which I have ‘‘leased” for the night, writing these 
notes while waiting for eight o’clock tocome. There 
is a prominent man in this city who for years has 
been goodtome. Has given me business,—is giving 
me more this very day. He has invited me to a re- 
ception. Now suppose I would treat him and his 
invitation as you fellows treat God. Guess it would 
be the end of invitations, the end of business, and 
likely the end of an old and valued friendship. But 
you can make up with God when you treat him badly. 
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That is the difference,—never forget that. 
‘The Bible speaks of an angry God (Judg. 2: 
14). And the infidel sneers that a God who 
can't keep his temper is too much like a man, 
This is what makes him God, He can not 
keep his temper. When the infidel scorns 
him, reviles him, insults him, and then comes 
to him with a ‘* Father, forgive,’’ he smiles, 
opens his arms, and sweetly says, ‘‘ Son, 
come.’’ Oh, my boy, once you get to know 
and understand the great heart of your 
Father, how you will love him (Deut. 
10; 12). 


Sartor Resartus.—4 man who had not on 
awedding garment (vy. 11), Once upon a 
time I went to an evening party at a **swell”’ 
place, and of course I put on the claw-ham- 
mer. For some reason I was the only man 
there in full dress. ‘* 1 felt like a fool,’’ as 
Itold a friend. Another time I found my- 
self at a party in a pepper-and-salt business- 
suit and soft shirt when everybody else was 
in full dress. I felt just as I did before. 
These were only little insignificant earthly 
**feels.’? ILlow will it be in heaven? Hap- 
piness depends on clothes. Inside emotions 
are affected by outside wrappings. This fel- 
low probably thought it did not make any 
difference what a man believes just so he is 
decent and respectable and well-behaved, 
Goa is no respecter of persons, He is of 
clothes (Ezek, 16: 10; 2 Cor. §: 3; 1 Pet. 
5:5; Rev. 3:53; 4:4). ‘To be presented 
at the Court of St. James, there is just one 
way to have po clothes made, No mutter 
how great, how gracious, how gifted, how 
golden, how glorious, or how high up in G 
you are, you must be clothed that way. To 
despise the Court’s way is to stamp you as 
untit for the court. And no sane man or 
woman would think of treating King George 
as he does King Jehovah. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
“% 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LI. readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for everv anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week, A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


God’s Waiting.—O jerusalem, Jerusa- 
lem, that killeth the prophets, and stoneth 
them that are sent unto her! how often 
would Lhave gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her own brood under 
her wings, and ye would not! (Golden Text.) 
This morning I wanted to feed the birds, It 
was gray and cold, and the ground was cov- 
ered with snow. I stepped out on the porch 
and flung them handfuls of crumbs, and 
called to them; then I stepped back and 
watched them from my bedroom window. 
Would they fly down and eat? No, there 
they sat, cold, hungry, and afraid. ‘They 
did not trust me ; they did not believe it was 
food I had put out there ; they did not care 
to fly from tree and fence even to see; and 
so they huddled close together teetering on 
the fence, as they let the snow drift over the 
food that meant life and warmth and cheer 
to them. And as I sat and watched and 
waited, it seemed to me I could get God’s 
viewpoint more clearly than ever before. 
He offers, plans, watches, waits, hopes, longs 
for all things for our good. We are cold, 
hungry, forlorn, and afraid, We do not 
trust him, and yet within our reach are all 
things, —food, raiment, warmth, light, and 
life, and above all the fulness of life and joy in 
Christ his Son! And God has to watch and 
_ wait, as I did for my timid friends.—From 

A. V. O. 7., in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Emma C, Fisk, Boonville, N. A. 


Who Did the Judging ?— 7 %ey made light 
of it (v. 5). A tourist went to ‘‘do’’ one 
of the picture galleries in Florence. He 
went round looking at this picture and that, 
and then when he came to the door to go 
out, he said to the old man who had kept the 
pictures for many a year, ‘*I ‘do not think 
much of your pictures.’? ‘*Oh,’” said the 
old man, ‘‘that does not matter, sir; the 
pictures are not up for judgment, but the 
visitors are’? Yes, my brethren, Jesus 
Christ is not up for judgment and criticism 
to-day, but the vistors are.— From the London 
City Mission Magazine. Sent by W. Heth- 
erington, Plumstead, England. 


Only'a Book.— Bui they made light of tt 
(v. 5). A European who had been seized 
and imprisoned by an Abyssinian king was 
allowed to go at large, but a heavy iror fet- 
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ter on each ankle kept him from making his | 
escape. A European traveler saw and pitied | 
him, but dared not openly help him, as he 

was watched by the king’s officers. Ile was, 

however, allowed to give the captive a book., 

‘The poor prisoner was disappointed. He 

did not want books, and would have been 

much better pleased with a gift of food or 

clothing, The book was laid aside and for- 

gotten. Three years afterwards, in an idle 

moment, he examined the book. ‘There was 

something hard in the back of it. He pulled 

it out, and, behold, it was a file! It was the 

thing of all others he most needed. He 

made his way to the woods, filed off his fet- 

ters, and in a few days had reached the coast 
and was safe from pursuit. Ile could not 
forgive himself for having endured those 
three years of slavery. If he had only looked 
in the book before, he might have been free. 

So men neglect the Bible, which would set 
them free from the slavery of sin.—rom 
The Christian Herald, Sent by Burton H. 

Winslow, Saco, Me. The prise for this week 
ts awarded to this illustration, 


At the Bottom of the Sea.—4s many as 
ye shall find, bid to the marriage feast (v. 9). 
A professional diver had in his house what 
would strike a visitor as a very odd chimney 
ornament. It was an oyster holding fast be- 
tween its shells a piece of printed paper. 
The man was diving on the coast when he 
observed at the bottom of the sea this oyster 
on a rock, and the paper fastened to it. 
Detaching the printed scrap, he commenced 
to read it through the glasses of his helmet. 
To his surprise, it was part of a tract con- 
taining an offer of divine mercy in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Ile had lived 
hitherto a careless, irreligious life, and had 
scoffed at many gospel invitations. But the 
Lord had not wearied of calling him to the 
spiritual feast of his kingdom, and here was 
another and unexpected appeal. ‘‘I could 
hold out no longer,’’ said the diver, ** since 





God’s mercy pursued me even to the bottom 
of the sea.’’ In the depths of the ocean he 
repented and trusted Christ, and came to the 
surface a changed man, But, as he used to 
observe, ‘*few have been converted in a 
stranger place than I,’"’—/rom The Sunday 
Companion. Sent by W. R. Clark, Jersey, 
LEnglant. 


The Elect.—/or many are called, but 
few chosen (v. 14). This is Henry Ward 
Beecher’s epigramatic and convincing phrase, 
**The elect are whosoever will; the non- 
elect are whosoever won’t.’? —From The 
Youth’s Companion. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Dolgeville, N.Y. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 
nglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


CERTAIN &ing, who made a marriage 
feast for his son (v. 2). To attend a 
wedding is an honor to the guest; to 

attend a funeral is a mark of respect toward 
the dead. Hence the proverb, ‘‘He who 
does not invite me to his wedding, will not 
have me at his funeral.’’ 


To call them that were bidden (v. 3). In 
the absence of clocks and watches, and owing 
to the uncertainty of all concerted action in 
the East, a second notice had to be sent out 
when at last the day and hour could be defi- 
nitely stated. 


My oxen and my fatlings are killed (v. 4). 
The term fatling applies especially to sheep 
at the present day. When a sheep is to be 
fattened it is led daily to the village fountain 
and washed, and four or five times a day it 
is fed by hand with grass and leaves of the 
vine and mulberry-tree. The sheep crouches 
down beside the basket of food, and a woman 
or girl of the family presses a handful of 
leaves into a tight bunch and stuffs it into the 
sheep’s mouth until the basket is empty. 


A manwho had not ona wedding-garment 
(v.11). In great houses such garments were 
kept for use on festive occasions, and some- 
times the guests were invited. to take them 
home in remembrance of the day of re- 
joicing and fellowship. The garment was 
a uniform of respect and attachment to 
the house of hospitality, and abolished all 
visible distinction of high and low among 
those present. It covered both silk and 
cotton, embroidery and patches. Hence the 
silence of the man who had committed at 


of aloofness and contempt toward the other 
guests. To put on Christ (Rom, 13 : 14) is 
the court etiquette of the kingdom of heaven, 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


IND on our map the Russian church on 

a lower slope of Olivet east of the city. 

A few rods north of that church is the 

point of a V whose arms reach westward a 
little farther than the city wall, and include 
between them part of a crooked road. To-day 
we stand at the point of that V, facing west. 
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BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 


We look down from a steep height over a 
house-roof and into a valley planted with 
olive-trees. Up beyond the farther side of 
that valley we see the city wall, and get just a 
glimpse of a few of the city buildings, Di- 
rectly opposite where we stund there is a 
gate in the wall; we see a part of the arched 
passageway where people are coming out. 
‘The crooked road indicated on the map is in 
plain sight, leading from that gate down into 
the valley before us, The road is full of peo- 


| ple, while other people stand or sit on walls 





once an act of insolence toward his host and 


and banks where they can watch those pass- 
ing by. Most of them are Christian people 
who have come from various parts of Europe 
to see places in and about Jerusalem specially 
associated with our Lord’s life and death. 

Crowds like this, but all Jewish, were 
coming from every part of Palestine to Jeru- 
salem (for the Passover) at the time when 
Jesus told the story of the royal wedding 
feast, and of the stupid men and the ill- 
natured men who would not take the trouble 
to accept their invitation. 

Matthew, who wrote the book we are 
studying to-day, had lived most of his life 
about a hundred miles from here at Caper- 
naum in Galilee (off at our right); but with- 
out much doubt he had many times made the 
journey to Jerusalem at the Passover season 
and seen crowds of pilgrims like these. It 
often happened that many pilgrims had to 
camp outside the city walls, because every 
house was filled with guests. 

Use the stereograph **Gethsemane road 
from St, Stephen’s gate, thronged with pil- 
grims,”’ 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lessons for the 
year. Forty-eight places are being visited dur- 
ing 1914 ; the forty-eight stereographs cost $8.00, 
and, if they are all ordered at one time, a cloth- 
bound, gold-lettered case is given free. ‘I'welve 
places will be described with the lessons of this 
third quarter ; cost, $2.00. ‘The five for August 
alone, 84 cents. (Less than five in one order 
are 20 cents each.) Stereoscopes, 85 cents each. 
Postage or express will be prepaid on all orders 
for stereographs orstereoscopes. Lantern slides 
of the same scenes can also be obtained. Plain 
slides, 50 cents each ; sepia tinted, 55 cents ; 
colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty-five or 
more, prices are: plain slides, 40 cents each ; 
sepia tinted, 45 cents ; colored, $1. Address ‘lhe 
Sunday School ‘limes Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* God calling vet! shall I not hear?”’ 

**O Jesus, thou art standing."’ 

‘* Return, O wanderer, return.”’ 

** Sinners, turn ; why will ye die ?"’ 

** Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling."’ 

** ‘Tell me the old, old story."’ 

** There’s a wideness in God's mercy."’ 

‘* Thou didst leave thy throne, and thy kingly 
crown."" 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 


Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.””) 
Psalm 122 : 1-9 (267 : 1-4). 
Psalm 81 : 8-16 (166 :1-3). 
Psalm 147 : 1-8 (317 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 125 : 1-5 (272 : 1, 2). 
Psalm to : 13-18 (16 : 1. 4-6). 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
APrayer Before the Lesson.—Lord, thou 


hast not spared thy loving invitations to us, 
and for this thy constraining hospitality we do 
thank thee to-day. But we are ashamed be- 
cause of our unresponsiveness, ‘There are 
even some among us who have declined to an- 
swer thy call; perhaps even some who have 
made light of thy word of invitation and of thy 
love. Forgive us, we pray thee. We have 
been drawn away by the insistent voices that 
clamor about the doors of the soul to lure us 
into the ways that do not lead to the feast thou 
hast prepared. Make our ears deaf to such 
voices, O Christ! Give us the spirit of eager 
acceptance of thy call, and may we not have 
the bitterness of the unprepared or the ex- 
cluded, but the fellowship and the joy of the 

ests around the welcoming host that thou art. 
n thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A very young college 
boy heard one day that Ilenry Drummond 
of Scotland was coming to the University to 
make an address, A general invitation was 
given to the students. But who was this 
Henry Drummond? ‘* Don’t know much 
about him,’’ said that young student to him- 
self. ‘* Pretty busy just now. Guess I won’t 
bother to go to hear him.’? And he didn’t. 
He made light of the invitation. A quarter 
of a century later that boy, a man in middle 
life, stood in the rain one winter’s morning 
with bared head, in the old cemetery in Stir- 
ling, Scotland, beside the ivy-grown grave 
of Henry Drummond. The voice that had 
stirred the student world to higher things, 
the voice that had been so blessedly used in 
spreading the gospel tidings in evangelistic 
work, the scientific mind and pure heart and 
white life of the man Henry Drummond, 
were to be known now by the man standing 
there in the rain only by hearsay. And yet 
there was a time when he might have heard, 
—yes, and might have known, — Ilenry 
Drummond at the beginning of student life. 
A pilgrimage toa grave instead of a living 
experience of the man! I wonder, boys and 
girls of few years or many, how much you 
are losing out of your life in these wonderful 
days by preferring something other than fel- 
lowship with Christ personally? Oh, the 
lost days and years without him ! ‘The empty 
places now that might have been rich in 
service and blessing ! Do you hear him call- 
ing to-day? What folly to turn away for 
any reason ! 


THE 





WOULD NOT COME 
MADE LIGHT OF IT 


MY ANSWER? 











They, iv the parable, would not answer 
the call to the wedding feast. But you 
need not be like them. Lose not a moment 
of your precious living-time in delay, but 
come and have tellowship with the King’s 
Son! Let us pray. 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 
34- God’s Care for Apples and People 


os ID you ever sit down to the table 


before you were called, and have 
mother say, ‘* You will have to wait 
awhile. Dinner is not ready yet ’’ ? 

Well, did you ever try to eat a little, 
hard, sour green apple? Ugh! Wasn’t it 
bitter! ‘hat was God’s way of saying to 
you, ‘*You must wait a while. Dinner is 
not ready yet.” 

See this beautiful red and yellow apple I 
have brought. Did you know it was a seed- 
house? See, as I cut it open, the smooth, 
brown seeds all packed so carefully inside, 
each fixed just so : 

When you tried to eat the apple before the 
hot sun had cooked it ripe, the seeds inside 
were poor, white, half-formed things, too 
weak to be turned out of the jewel-boxes, 
too weak to grow. If you had turned them 


out then they would have died. And the 
fruit, too, was not formed, and was not good 
for you. 

Now God is anxious for us to keep ou 
bodies well, so he made the unripe fruit hard 
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. men, policemen, and soldiers, and even the 








LESSON FOR AUG. 23 (Matt. 22 : 1-14) 


and bitter, and had it hang tight to the tree 
until it was fit to eat. 

By and by a beautiful color came on the 
outside; inside it grew sweet and soft; the 
seeds grew fat and firm; and then—one 
morning a wind shook the tree, and down 
came the apple to meet you! Don’t you 
see! God cares for his seeds and his boys 
and girls and big people. Don’t you think 
we ought to mind him when he says, ‘* Not 
ready yet’’? 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—Jesus invites ev- 
erybody to belong to his kingdom, 
Introduction. —One afternoon the 
clouds became black, the lightning flashed 
and the thunder crashed, Little children 
stopped their play and ran quigkly to the 
house. Out of doors, an old mother hen 
called her little chicks and stood under a bush 
spreading her wings to shelter every little 
chick from the storm. Every one ran to her 
for safety. 

After Jesus rode into Jerusalem and crowds 
gathered to hear him talk, he invited them to 
belong to his kingdom, but the fault-finders 
made fun of his invitation, On the way to 
Bethany that evening he may have seen a 
mother hen calling her chicks to run under 
her wings to be safe while they slept. Jesus 
wished the people would come to him like 
that. As he looked back at the beautiful 
city, he said, ‘‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem !— 
how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her own 
brood under her wings, and ye would 
not.’’ 

This Week’s Lesson Story, —Viave you 
been toa party, a picnic, ora wedding? Which 
did you like best? What is the polite thing 
to do, when people receive an invitation? 
It is a great honor to receive some invitations, 
Within a year two of President Wilson’s 
daughters have been married. The invited 
guests felt honored and were glad to attend. 

Surely the people of Canada would be glad 
to be invited to the marriage of the king’s son. 
What is the name for the son of any king ? 
What a fine company would attend the wed- 
ding of a prince! Jesus wished that the peo- 
ple who heard him talk would be as glad to 
accept his invitation, and told a story about 
a wedding feast in the family of a king. His 
son, the prince, was to be married, 

Servants were sent around to invite the peo- 
ple. When the wedding day came, the ser- 
vants went again to bring the guests and to 
provide each one with a wedding garment. 

We all know that in large cities, the fire- 


messenger-boys, are expected to wear a uni- 
form. In the country where Jesus lived, 
each guest was supposed to wear a wedding- 
garment. Haven’t you been to a party, 
where a pennant, button, flag, flower, or 
paper cap was given to each child to wear? 
What would you think of .a child who would 
refuse to wear one? ora soldier who would 
not wear his uniform ? 

When the king’s marriage feast was ready, 
the invited guests refused to come, so the ser- 
vants came back without them. The king 
sent other servants to invite them again, say- 
ing, ‘‘ Everything is ready, come to the mar- 
riage feast,’? but they didn’t come. One 
man went to his farm, another to his store, 
and others treated the servants very badly. 
When the king heard about it, he was really 
angry. Instead of sending servants again, he 
sent armies of soldiers to punish them, 

The feast was ready, with nobody to eat it, 
so the king sent his servants to the cross- 
roads, and the country roads, to bring every- 
body they could find to eat the good things, 

A wedding-garment was furnished for every 
one who came to the marriage-feast. One 
man refused to wear his, When the king 
came in to see the guests, he noticed this 
rude man and said, ‘‘ How came you here, 
without the wedding-garment?’’ The man 
had no excuse, so he was not allowed to stay. 

The Pharisees knew that Jesus told this 
story because they had refused his invitation, 
and they hated him for it. 

After the Story.—Can you remember the 
time when Jesus invited the children to come 
to him? What did he say? ‘The picture 
shows how they climbed on his lap, or.stood 
close beside him, to hear his kind, loving 
words. .Sing: ‘‘1 wish that his hands had 





been placed on my head,”’ etc. 
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Hand Work.—On the blackboard or cards, 
write a simple invitation, Jesus invites you 
to come unto him, or Jesus invites you to be- 
long to his kingdom. Some will be old 
enough to sign their names, others can write 
yes, or make a mark—showing their willing- 
ness to accept. 

Sing in closing, ‘* Love Him! Love Him! 
all ye little children,”’ 

CHICAGO. 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. The open refusal to accept Jesus. 
2. ‘The cowardly refusal to accept Jesus. 


ID you ever see a hen call her chicks 
when danger was near? One day in 
the country I saw a mother hen call 

her tiny chicks when the first warning drops 
of a heavy shower began to fall. How warm 
and dry they were, while she willingly ac- 
cepted the drenching rain! This is the pic- 
ture of the loving sacrifice of Jesus for us, 
but the Jews would not come at his call. 
Imagine what would have happened had 
those chicks refused the call of the mother- 
hen. 

This summer an old mother-hen made her 
nest under a ledge on the hill-side. In a 
terrific downpour the water poured over 
that ledge like a waterfall, The little chick- 
ens not under the mother’s protecting body 
were drowned. 

How sad it is that throughout Jesus’ min- 
istry of three years he kept calling to the 
Jews, and they would not come ! On through 
the centuries, through the Iloly Spirit, he 
continues to call ux. Menand women, boys 
and girls, refuse to-day as they did then ; 
some openly and boldly, and some in a more 
cowardly way. 

On the last great day of preaching in Jesus’ 
life he pictured this call, and the penalty of 
refusal and the reward of acceptance, in a 
wonderful parable. 

Now read the parable (Matt. 22 : I-14). 
Question rapidly for the facts. Who gave 
this feast? What kind of feast was it? Note 
the special preparation for a marriage feast. 
Ilow were invitations given? How were 
they received? What explanation was made 
the second time to help them accept more 
readily? iow were invitations finally 
treated ? What did the king do to those 
who so treated his messengers ? 

1. Zhe Open Refusal. If this pictures 
Jehovah calling his chosen people, the Jews, 
to this wonderful gospel feast where they 
receive such matchless blessings as forgive- 
ness of sin, resurrection after death, and eter- 
nal life let us see how the Jews receive this 
call as pictured by our story. 

Note the open refusals and the reasons, 
Some have no excuse; some have poor ones, 
Find the things they considered of more im- 
portance. “Note the penalty. 

Refer again to the parable, noting the fact 
that the wedding was not without guests. 
From where are they gathered? What was 
the only thing required of them? When the 
king came, what surprise greeted him? 
Explain about the wedding garment. Note 
that the host provided these, and sometimes 
they were made of exquisite materials, See 
if your girls can give reasons why this man 
wonld not accept one, Let them see the 
self-will evidenced; this guest wanted his 
own way. He was apparently an accepted 
guest throughout all the waiting time, but in 
the end what became of him? What made 
that man remain there when he knew that 
the king would know he had no garment on 
and would be offended ? 

2. The Cowardly Refusal, These later 
guests were the Gentiles, but Jesus wants us 
to understand that even among the Gentiles 
there are some who will not receive him. Do 
you think this man’s action better or worse 
than those of the preceding group? Why 
was it more cowardly ? Was anything gained 
by it? Note that he had no excuse what- 
ever. Had he had the courage to answer, 
what might he have said? How different 
was Jesus’ attitude when he said, ‘* Not my 
will, but thine.” 

There may be some girls in our own group 
who are counted among those who willingly 
accepted Jesus’ invitation; they may associate 
with Christians, may be members of church, 
and come regularly to Sunday-school, and 
yet be withqut the garment which the King 
will look for. 

What is this wedding garment? Find and 
mark, ‘‘ Pyt ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.’’ 





Put his will over yours, that yous may not 
be seen, and what is the efiect? put Jesus 
Christ on your lips, and what is the result? 
put Jesus Christ on your mind, and what 
follows ? 

Have you on this wedding garment for 
which the King will look before you may re- 
ceive the good things? Remember that 
cowardly pretense ended as disastrously as 
the open, bold ‘* would not.’’ 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 

Read Matthew 22: 15-22. 

Find out about Pharisees and Herodians. 
Who was Cesar? What is tribute money? 
What is a denarius? What is the super- 
scription on a silver half dollar and a quarter 
dollar ? 

Send the source of information or the 
clipping with the questions. 

Memorize verse 21, 

The best way to settle any troublesome 
question is suggested by verse 19: show it 
to Jesus, 

I1ow does Jesus prove himself a wise Judge? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


bf 
Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 

ee OW many of you were ever at a wed- 
ding ?’’ asked teacher, to begin the 

lesson, 
We all held up our hands, because every 
one of us was there when Miss Belle, the 
organist, was married in the church last June. 

** Well,’’ he went on, ‘*in to-day’s lesson 
Jesus compares the Kingdom to a wedding 
feast.”’ 

**] don’t see how the Kingdom could be 
like so many things,’’ spoke up Skinny. 

** Well, you see,’’ explained teacher, 
‘*there isn’t anything on earth exactly like 
the Kingdom of Heaven, so it takes a good 
many different comparisons to describe it. 
In some ways it is like a man hiring hands 
to work in a vineyard, but in other ways it is 
more like a wedding. It’s like a vineyard 
because there’s work to be done, but like a 
marriage in that love is the controlling motive 
and joy the prevailing spirit.’’ 

We read the lesson in our class Bibles, 
then he had half of us turn to last Sunday’s 
lesson, while the other half watched this 
one, and we compared them. We found 
there was a rich man in each story, the men 
he had dealings with didn’t treat him square 
and even killed his servants, then he gave 
his favors to others. 

** Seems a good deal like the same story,”’ 
said Bumps, ‘‘ with the actors dressed up 
differently.’’ 

‘*Yes,’’ agreed teacher, ‘‘it was another 
picture of the Jewish leaders, but this one is 
more a picture of New Testament times than 
of Old ‘Testament.’’ 

He explained that the Pharisees left Jesus 
after the last story, but there were plenty of 
other people crowding around to hear, for 
Jerusalem was full of pilgrims come to the 
feast, and this story was a warning to them. 

The lesson picture} was a photograph of 
Jerusalem and the Garden of Gethsemane, 
crowded with modern pilgrims. It looked 
just as. natural as could be, only strange, you 
know, and made you feel how it must have 
been in Jesus’ time. 

Teacher asked us who each character in 
the story stood for in real life, and as we told 
him he put it down on the board : . 





King—God 
Son—Jesus 
Servants—John the Baptist 
Apostles 
Disciples 
Invited Guests—Jews 
Servants Killed—Stephen 
James 
Others 


Army—The Remans 
Highways—-Everywhere 
Guests who Came—Gentiles 











We talked about this quite a_ while. 
Teacher said verse 4 showed how complete 
God’s plan of salvation is now that Christ 
has died and risen again. God’s part is all 
done, and now he waits for people to accept 
his invitation. If they don’t, it is their own 


1 See “‘ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 488 in 
this issue. 
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fault, just like if your mother has cooked a 
good dinner and set the table all ready and 
called you to come and eat, it is your own 
fault if you go hungry. 

Verses § and 6 tell of two different ways 
the Jews treated God’s invitation, teacher 
said, and helped us to see that some were 
indifferent and some hateful. 

** Which of these two is commonest in 
America now?’’ heasked ; and we all agreed 
it was indifference. 

He had us tell how Stephen was stoned 
not very long after Jesus told this story. Then 
he reviewed about James being beheaded. 
Of course we don’t have such things in 
America to-day, but over in China and some 
of the Pacific Islands they have killed a good 
many missionaries. 

‘* Why did Jesus say in his story that the 
bad were invited as well as the good?”’ 
teacher asked. 

‘*'lo show that Christ came to save sin- 
ners,’’ answered Fred ; and teacher said that 
was right, the invitation to come to Christ is 
for every one, no matter what he has done, 

We talked again about how Titus and his 
‘Roman army destroyed Jerusalem forty years 
after this, 

‘*T don’t see how that was God’s army,’’ 
grumbled Bulldog. 

**It was God’s army in the sense that he 
used it to punish the Jewish nation for re- 
jecting his Son,’’ answered teacher. 

Then we came to that part about the wed- 
ding garment. Teacher explained about 
great kings sometimes furnishing robes for 
their guests, and said it was a good thing in 
this case, for some of the people from the 
highways would be dirty and ragged. 

He asked us what the robe stands for, and 
we couldn’t tell, Ile had us look up Isaiah 
64 : 6, where it says our own righteousness 
is filthy rags, and then Romans 13 : 14, where 
it says for us to put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and then we understood, It means being 
really changed by taking Christ wholly into 
our hearts, 

**’Then the man without any wedding gar- 
ment stands for hypocrites, don’t he ?’’ sug- 
gested Bumps. 

‘¢ Perhaps Jesus was thinking of Judas,’’ 
answered teacher, ‘* but he was warning us 
all that if we join the church as a follower of 
Christ we must let him really change our 
hearts, ‘That’s the way men are hypocrites,”’ 
he added, ‘‘ by professing to be Christians 
when they are not saved through and 
through,’’ 

‘* Like old Sam Howe,’ declared Bumps. 

‘* Charlie,’’ said teacher, after along pause, 
‘do you notice that the other guests made 
no complaint about this ragged man silting 
with them at the table? They left it for the 
king to do all the judging, and we ought to 
do the same. Our business is to be sure we 
ourselves have on the wedding garment.”’ 

Questions for next time are: Who were 
meant by the Pharisees’ disciples? Explain 
about paying tribute. What was the tribute 
money? Why was the question about tribute 
ahard one? Did Jesus really answer their 
question ? Will Christianity make a man a 
better citizen? Name some duties we owe 
our government, 
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August 17 to 23 


Mon.— Matt, 22: 1-14, The Wedding Feast. 

The difficulty with many who reject the 
Lord Jesus Christ and his gracious invitation 
is that their minds and hearts are so filled 
with other things that they do not value that in- 
vitation nor appreciate the great honor which 
-he is bestowing upon them in inviting them 
to be his guests and friends. If we can help 
others to be thoughtful, his invitation will be 
heeded. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God that we 
may be able to look forward as well as into 
the present; todo our work to-day so that 
to-morrow we may be able to do more work, 
and be free from the anxiety of poor work 
done to-day. Let us pray for our children, 
that they may do each task each day aright ; 
| that they may be faithful, 


Tues.—Isa. 55. Cordial Invitation. 

| What a gracious and hearty invitation this 
jis! Price is not required; money is not 
necessary. Then -the splendid admoni- 
tion: **‘ Wherefore do ye spend money for 











that which is not bread?’’ Ilow wasteful 
matty of us are as to God’s best gifts! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that we may 
be really interested in other people, and learn 
to be unselfish through our devotion to others, 
ft is better to pray for grace and desire to 
help others than to pray to o $Y Jrom the 
temptation of selfshness, It ts the same 
principle as overcoming evil with good, 
Wed.—Hosea 2: 14-23, Abundant Blessings. 

Just before studying this lesson this morn- 
ing, | have read in the paper of the abundant 
and remarkable crops throughout the West. 
The writer of the article says, *¢ ‘The nation 
has never had greater cause for biessing.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that the use 
of money may be a matter of more definite 
consideration with us all; that we may not 
spend money for that which is unnecessary ; 
that we may realise how much a dollar 
means to our missionaries, how fur they are 
able to make it go for good, Pray that we 
may never be careless in using money, 


Thurs.—Rev. 22: 10-17, Conditions of Entrance, 
God says, in the twelfth verse of this last 
chapter of the Bible, that he will give every 
man according as his works shall be, An im- 
portant lesson for all of us to learn is that 
God rewards us according to our service. 





| 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to help | 


those to whom little has been given by way 
of inspiration and surroundings, Pray sor 
the tgnorant, the sinful, the wretched, the 
thoughtless, the forsaken. Pray for those in 
heathen darkness away from civilisation, 


Fri. Luke 14: 7-14, Conducting a Feast. 

One of the most helpful ways in which we 
can strengthen the work of our churches is 
to show a cordial spirit and reception to those 
who enter, Let them feel that they have a 
welcome, Usher them into your own pew. 
Speak pleasantly to them after the service. 
Frequently you will ‘fentertain angels un- 
awate, 





| Aim ‘tin spirit and in truth,” 


| tts influence and strength if in our homes 
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PRAYER SuGGESTIONS : Pray especially for 
those who are engaged in Christian work ; 
that they may be able to give their time and 
thought to thercal work of Christ, and to help- 
ing others, rather than to the arrangements 
which are necessary to conduct the work. 
Pray that our Christian workers may not 
have to spend their time raising the funds 
lo support the work; that they may be able 
lo give themselves entirely to tts real activity, 


Sat.—Col, 1: 21-29. Universal Salvation. 

If the Word of God works in us mightily, 
there will be great changes in our hearts and 
lives, and we will beable to accomplish for 
him that which we could never do for our- 
selves, Jesus Christ came to save every one. 
If we are the true channels of his power, we 
can reach those whom otherwise we could 
not influence, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray Jor those who 
are opposed to Christ, that they may be won 
to him, Ask that his light and his truth 
may come in upon those peoples who do not 
know him and who do not believe in him, 
Lf you hear of any great sinner or great evil- 
worker, pray for him, that he may be con- 
verted and learn the way of Christ; and 
* pray tn faith believing.” 

Sun.—Rev. 19 04-10. 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 

There is no occasion in our lives which 
gives us more happiness than when we are 
giving real honor and praise to some friend. | 
What a joy it will be when we are honoring 
God at the marriage supper of the Lamb, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : 7%y Zo be very sim- 
ple, direct, explicit, and informal in prayer. 
This is possible without losing its solemnity, 
force, or influence, In fact, it will add to 


our children see that we are letting our 
praver be the real expression of our real 
Selves. Let them that worship him worship 





THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 
Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





Lost Opportunities 


tie third parable given by Christ, re- 
ferred to in the last lesson, is found in 
Matthew only (22: 1-14). There is 
no confusion between this and the somewhat 
similar parable in Luke 14: 15-24, which 
formed the first lesson of the second quarter. 
While there are, of course, points of agree- 
ment there are several others of vital differ- 
ence in occasion, character, and purpose, 
In particular the tone of the two is decid- 
ediv different; the one parable emphasizing 
grace and the other judgment, ‘This latter 
feature of Christ’s teaching during the week 
before iis death is unmistakable in its con- 
trast with earlier messages of love and mercy. 
The passage comes immediately following 
the preceding section. See Stevens and 
Burton’s ** larmony of the Gospels,’’ Sec- 
tion 124 (Scribners, $1); Riddle’s ** Outline 
Ifarmony of the Gospels,’’ Section 121 (The 
Sunday School ‘Times Co., 10 cents and 25 
cents); Croscup’s ‘* Ilistorical Charts,’’ Sec- 
tion 138 (The Sunday School Times Co., $1). 
tirling’s ** Atlas of the Life of Christ,’ p. 
5. No. 19 (Revell, 40 cents). 


Daily Studies 


Mondzy.—Read verses 1, 2. The story 
is full of Eastern life, expressive of a king 


nT 


providing a marriage feast for his son. It 
corresponds with familiar customs of the 
time. The king is God and the son is 


Christ, and the feast suggests the kingdom 
of the Messiah as one of gladness, This 
picture of the future is also found elsewhere 
(Isa. 54 :5; 2 Cor. 28 : 2; Rev. 19:93 


| oppose the gospel and to do their utmost to 





2 =: 2). 

Tucsday.—Read verses 3,4. The prep- 
aration is here associated with a sending | 
forth of the servants. All that they had to | 


do was to invite to the feast. The spiritual 
application is clear. The servants of God 
only have to say, ** Come, for all things are 
now ready.’’ ‘This is the work of every fol- 
lower of Christ, and it would be worth 
2 remembering a little more definitely 
that our work is one of invitation to a 
feast, te **Come’’ as the watchword. 
See Revelation 22: 17. Thre first invitation 
is met with a simple refusal. 





‘* They would j 8 were available. 


not come.’’ Perhaps there was some dis- 
I 


affection on the part of the subjects ex- 
pressed in this deliberate opposition. There- 
upon other servants were sent, giving special 
details of the feast, and urging the people to 
come. All this is an exact picture of God’s 
attitude and action. His servants go forth 
with a definite message, and all that can 
possibly be done is accomplished, short of 
compulsion, God’s servants are to impel, 
not to compel. 


Wednesday.—Read verses 5, 6. The dif- 
ferent attitudes of the people to the invita- 
tion are here detailed. Some were abso- 
lutely indifferent ; ‘* they made light of it.’’ 
Others went much further, and ill-treated, 
and even killed, the messengers of the king. 
Whether, however, it is apathy or enmity, 
the fact of refusal is clear, Indifference to- 
day is in some respects the most serious of 
troubles. The gospelis regarded as nothing 
compared with earthly life and occupations. 
Work, pleasure, and other interests entirely 
take up the attention. And there are also 
those who are quite prepared resolutely to 





destroy it. IFluman nature is much the 
same in all ages. We know that the Jews 
actually did deal in this way with the earliest | 
preachers of the gospel (Acts 4: 3, 18; 5 : | 
40; 14: 5-19; 21 : 30; 23: 2). | 
Thursday.— Read verses 7, 8. Under | 
the figures of the king’s anger and action | 
we are reminded of God’s attitude to those 
who will not receive, but oppose, his grace. 
It would seem as though verse 7 were an 
anticipation of the great catastrophe of the 
destruction of Jerusalem in A. D. 70. There | 
is nothing more certain than the divine retri- | 
bution on those who deliberately oppose and | 
reject God’s mercy (Heb. 10 : 27-29), and 
the description of those that were bidden can 
be illustrated by the attitude of the Jews to 
the gospel all through the record of the Acts. 
See especially Acts 13:46. How signifi- 
cant is the description in both passages, | 
**not worthy.’ See also Luke 15 : 19-21. | 
Friday.—Read verses 9, 10. The king | 
thereupon orders the servants to go to the | 
cross-roads and imvite to the feast as many 
The primary allusion is 


| Creek, Mich. 


obviously to the Gentiles who had the offer 
after the Jews had rejected it. This again is 
seen throughout the Acts, culminating with 
Paul’s words at Rome (chap. 28). The peo- 
ple gathered together consisted of all sorts 
and classes, and it is an encouragement to 
realize that all may comé just as they are. 


Saturday.— Read verses 11-14. ‘There 
was still one difficulty, for aman had entered 
who was evidently indifferent to the require- 
ments of the situation, When the king came 
in to behold the guests he noticed this one, 
who had not on a wedding garment, and on 
asking him how it was, the man had nothing 
toreply. His guilt was obvious, and in view 
of the Eastern custom of slaves being at the 
door to provide all that was necessary in the 
way of foot-washing and proper attire, it is 
clear that the thought of the incident is one 
of deliberate disregard and refusal of the 
king’s provision, Then followed the three- 
fold punishment: ‘bondage, darkness, and 
anguish ; and our Lord closes with his own 
personal application that while many are in- 
vited only a few really come to partake of 
the provision, ‘This is the simple but search- 
ing meaning of ‘*many are called but few 
chosen,”’ 


Sunday.—Read the whole passage in the 
light of the Golden Text (Luke 13 : 34), and 
concentrate attention on the various points 
in the parable intended by Christ. Who is 
the King ? God himself. What is the Feast ? 
Salvation through Christ. Who were first 
invited? ‘the Jews. Who were the mes- 
sengers? Christ and his apostles. Who 
were the armies? The Roman soldiers. ‘lo 
whom was the invitation afterward sent ? 
The Gentiles, Who accepted the invitation 
and partook of the banquet? Those who 
obeyed the gospel. Who was the man with- 
out the wedding garment? He who did not 
trouble to fulfil the divine requirements of 
membership in the kingdom of God. In the 
light of these obvious truths the Golden Text 
is touching and searching, and should be 
definitely applied to-day. 


Questions for Further Study 


1. The figure of a marriage is familiar in 
Scripture_in connection with divine truths 
(Isa. 62 :5; Hos. 2: 19; Matt. 9: 15; 
Eph. § : 32). It seems to suggest in partic- 
ular the thought of joy. In our statement of 
the gospel to others it is essential to show 
that it is intended to produce and provide 
gladness. ‘* Religion never was designed to 
make our pleasures less.”’ 

2. The figure of a feast is also found in 





New Idea 
Helped Wisconsin Couple 


It doesn’t pay to stick too closely to old 
notions of things. New ideas often lead 
to better health, success and happiness. 

A Wis. couple examined an idea new 
to them and ag up several rounds 
on the health ladder. The. husband 
writes : 

‘*Several years ago we suffered from 
coffee drinking, were sleepless, nervous, 
sallow, weak, and irritable. My wife 
and I both loved coffee and thought it 
was a bracer.” (Delusion.) 

‘*Finally, after years of suffering, we 
read of Postum and the harmfulness of 
coffee, and believing that to grow we 
should give some attention to new ideas, 
we decided to test Postum. 

‘‘When we made it right we liked it 
and were free of ills caused by coffee. 


| Our friends noticed the change—fresher 
| skin, sturdier nerves, better temper, etc. 


‘‘ These changes were not sudden, but 
increased as we continued to drink and 
enjoy Postum, and we lost the desire for 
coffee. 

‘* Many of our friends did not like 
Postum at first, because they did not 
make it right. But when they made 
Postum according to directions on pkg., 
they liked it better than coffee and were 
benefited by the change.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum now comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 
I5c and 25c packages. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
Made in the cup with hot water—no boil- 
ing. 30c and §0c tins. 

The cost per cup of both kinds is 
about the same. 

‘*There’s a Reason” for Postum. 

—sold by Grocers. 
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various parts of Scripture (Isa. 25 : 6; 65: 
13; Psa. 34:8; 119: 103; Joel 2 : 26). 
‘The thought seems to be that of satisfaction. 
As eating is to the body, so the reception of 
the gospel is to the soul (Isa. §5 : 1, 2). 

3- The metaphor of a garment is also 
noteworthy, It expresses, first of all, the 
divine righteousness provided in Christ. 
Then it suggests the character of the be- 
liever when he has received Christ as his 
Saviour (Isa, 61:10; 64:6; Zeph, 1:8; 
= 29 : 14; Rom, 13: 14; Gal. 3: 27; 

ph. 4:24; Col. 3: 10, 12; Rev. 19: 8). 
A modern writer has called special attention 
to the emblem of righteousness as a wedding 
robe; that the gospel is blessedness, not 
bondage ; satisfaction, not slavery ; gladness, 
not gloom, 

4. The variety and extent of sin should be 
studied, Some people are merely indiffer- 
ent; yet this is more than sufficient to keep 
people out of the kingdom ; others are hos- 
tile, and this shows the extent to which sin 
can and sometimes does go, 

5. The note of divine judgment is clearly 
sounded in this and in other parts of Christ's 
teaching during this solemn week. It is 
very necessary to remember that sin cannot 
be disregarded by God. ‘* Be sure your sin 
will find you out.’’ Various passages of 
Scripture dealing with divine judgment 
should be brought together, See Romans 
14 : 10-12, 

6. ‘This parable is. of course, specifically 
and helpfully discussed in Trench’s ** Notes 
on the Parables of Our Lord’’ (Revell, $1); 
Dr. W. M. Taylor’s ‘*‘The Parables of Our 
Saviour’’ (Doran, 60 cents); Miss A. Rk. 
Habershon’s ‘*A Study of the Parables’’ 
(C. C, Cook, $1.50); Dr, Marcus Dods’ 
**The Parables of Our Lord’’ (Doran, 60 
cents), 
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From Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Personal Letters 











Selections from some fifty of the choicest of 
r. Miller's letters on soul problems are 
being published in the Times during 1914 


29. A Mother’s Burdens 


ASSURE you of sympathy in the sickness 
and care which you have had in your 
home during the winter. I hope that 

with the spring days you will all be well and 
strong again; then it will not be so hard for 
you to live. 

I know well that a mother’s tasks in her 
home, caring for her children, are not light. 
It is no easy thing to go on in the same rou- 
tine day after day, week after week, month 
after month, always keeping sweet, always 
having a shining face and a cheerful word, 
always strong to meet every question and 
perplexity and difficulty. 

But I want to say a word of encourage- 
ment to you. The mother’s place is the 
highest place to which any woman can be 
called. When God puts into your hand a 
little child to care for, to guide, to teach, to 
watch over, to inspire and train for life, he 
puts upon you serious responsibility. But 
he also promises the strength you need and 
the help for every experience. One of 
Augustine’s great prayers was, ** Command 
what thou wilt, and then give what thou 
commandest.’’ That is the way God always 
does if we trust him and go forward in simple 
confidence. Whatever he commands us to 
do, he will help us to do, Nothing is im- 
possible when we have Christ with us and in 
us, The Emperor of Japan once sent to his 
army this word, ‘‘ Your Emperor and your 
country expect of you the accomplishment of 
the impossible.’’ No doubt this little message 
has been in a large measure the inspiration 
of the wonderful heroism which the Japan- 
ese soldiers have displayed in war. But 
Christ sends to us the very same message. 
He says to us, ‘*‘ Your Master expects of you 
the accomplishment of the impossible.’’ 
General Armstrong used to say, ** What is a 
Christian for but to do the impossible ?’’ 
Anybody can do possible things, easy things. 
The trouble is that most people are content 
with doing just such things as these. But 
the Christian. with Christ back of him, is 
expected to do things that are impossible to 
other people. 

I want to help you to enter upon your 
days, whatever their care may be, with the 
confidence that your Master is with you, and 
is going to help you to get through every- 
thing beautifully, victoriously, sweetly. 
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Jarge family, who also was in plain circum- 


- der consideration. 


LESSON FOR AUG. 23 (Matt. 22 : 1-14) 


I have read of a good woman who had a 


stances, and had to do all her own. work and 
care for her children. She had to-rise early 
in the morning to get her husband off to-his 
work, and then to get the children ready for 
school. One morning, rising a few minutes 
late, she did not have time for her morning 
prayer. She hastened from her room to the 
tasks awaiting her. Everything went wrong 
that morning. She was irritable and impa- 
tient. After all had gone away from. the 
house, and she was alone, she went up to her 
room with a heavy heart, discouraged and 
depressed. Taking up her New Testament 
to read her morning lesson, she turned to 
where it says of Jesus, ‘*He touched her 
hand, and the fever left her.’’ ‘The words 
arrested her. ‘If Ihad had that touch upon 
‘my hand this morning before I began my 
day’s tasks, the fever would have left me, 
and I should have gone through them differ- 
ently.’’ She never forgot the lesson. Every 
morning she would get her verse of Scripture 
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and fall upon her knees for a few minutes, 
and get the touch of Christ upon her heart. 
She..was able then to go through all the try- 
ing and perplexing tasks and duties of her 
household without feverishness. 

You know what this means, There are 
other fevers besides those we have the doc- 
tor treat,—fevers of impatience, of anxiety, 
of fretfulness, of discontent, of irritability. 
The touch of Christ upon our hand always 
has cooling and refreshing influence. Drum- 
mond used to say that ten minutes spent 
every morning with Christ—yes, even three 
minutes, if they be spent really with him— 
change everything for the day. I am not 
preaching to you,—but what you said about 
your life makes me free to write these things 
to you. May God bless you and make you 
very strong and very happy. It is a great 
thing to be able to live victoriously amid all 
the cares and frets and frictions and trials of 
everyday life. 

I am very glad indeed that the little book 
has helped your maid also, 
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ILLINOIS.—Our primary department meets 
occasionally as a little mission band, and we 
are looking for something to give them to do 
with theirhands Can you suggest something 
for this purpose.—A. L. W. 
¥8 OME Mission Handicraft,’’ by Lina 

and Adelia B. Beard is a book 

which sells for 50 cents, and con- 
tains many ideas for work and play for mis- 
sion bands (Woman’s Board of Home Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian Church, 156 Fifth 
Ave., N. Y. City). There are many sugges- 
tions for making things which you could ap- 
ply to tle subjects which you are studying. 

"The Color Cards which are gotten out by 
Atkinson, Mentzer and Grover, 318 West 
Washington St., Chicago, might also be of 
service. They issue two, ‘‘ Japanese Chil- 
dren Color Cards,” and ‘*Children of the 
Nation Color Cards,’’ which of course apply 
to the countries named, and would be of ser- 
vice when you have had these countries un- 
Each set consists of 
twelve cards, printed in outline on ‘star 
drawing paper,’”’ the twelve in a manila en- 
velope being 15 cents, net. These outlines 
are large, giving broad spaces for coloring ; 
they are suited to the children, and are of in- 
terest to them. All the pictures are of chil- 
dren, not of adults, and they portray the life 
of the children of these lands. They could 
be used for paper cutting either before or after 
they are colored, or if desired can be made 
into suitable vaientines, calendars, or other 
gifts. 

CONNECTICUT. —We are moving our church 
home, and we want to equip our Junior De- 
partment with tables. What kind are best, 
and how large should they be to do good work? 
—M. L. 

HERE all four grades of the Junior 
classes meet in one room, the six- 
sided folding-tables are the favorite. 

You will find them in most of the department 
stores} They are made in two styles,—a 
light-weight for game use in homes, and the 
solid and heavier style for schoolroom use. 
They are made by the Reedsboro Furniture 
Company, Burlington, Vermont, and the 
heavier style is listed as ‘*31-S. T.,’’ price 
#5. Of course the great advantage claimed 
for this table is that it can be folded up, and 
the room is then free to be used for other 
purposes. Because it folds it does nut cen- 
tain a drawer, but this is not a disadvantage, 
for a cloth-covered box about 11% inches x 
9 inches x 3 inches is really better for the 
purpose. In this can be kept the supplies 
needed for the class. It should be kept dur- 
ing the week in the teacher’s cabinet, filled 
each week by the secretary of supplies, and 
placed upon the table before the Sunday- 
school session in readiness for the teacher. 

This six-sided table can be used only when 
the c'asses are small,—say, not more than 
six pupils. 

If, however, each class has a room of its 








own independent of the assembly room, then 


the size of the room and the number of pupils 
must be taken into consideration, Labora- 
tory tables, with drawers for material, 32 
inches x 24 inches, and 27 or 28 inches high, 
are satisfactory if two tables can be placed 
together. A table 6 by 2% feet is satisfac- 
tory for eight pupils, and a simple table of 
this size can be made by any carpenter, But 
for successful work the table must be large 
enough for the pupils to work, and that 
means, first of all, large enough for them to 
use their Bibles flat upon the table while 
looking for references ; and, second, large 
enough so that they will have room for 
paper and other materials for note-book work 
or drawing. 

Even in these small class-rooms the table 
which can be made tp fold will be an advan- 
tage, as the room ought to be used by the 
class for other purposes during the week. 

A combination chair and desk—that is, a 
chair with the flat arm, such as is used in 
schools where the students are to take notes 
of lectures—is recommended by some for 
class-room use instead of tables and chairs. 
These may be satisfactory in Senior and 
Adult departments, but are hardly suitable 
for pupils of the Junior grade, as they can 
not well handle a Bible on the lap and a 
notebook on the arm of the chair, 

The table to be avoided is the little table 
which used to be found in Sunday-schools, — 
the kind which was just large enough for the 
teacher to,use. In these days it is the pupils 
for whom we are providing the table equip- 
ment. 


% 
Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


Secretary of the Home-Visitation Committee 
of the Illinois Sunday School Association 


It has been suggested that we have a Home 
Department Day in the Sunday - school. 
Could you give any suggestions that would help 
in making out a program ? 


HE opening worship should be planned 
so that the Home Department mem- 
bers may participate in at least some 

of the numbers. Memory Scripture and 
hymns should be carefully selected. The 
‘Twenty-third Psalm might be repeated in 
concert. Then an earnest worker might 
follow by reading from memory the poem, 
‘* Tle Leadeth Me.’’ A solo or some other 
special music might be included. One or 
two old, familiar hymns should be sung. 
The Ilome Department should be remem- 
bered in the prayer. Three or four minutes 
could well be given for the quotation of 
favorite Bible verses. The recitation of the 
school motto will add interest. A few words 
of welcome by the pastor or the superinten- 
dent, showing appreciation of the Home De- 
partment, with a cordial invitation to come 
again, should be spoken. The Home De- 
partment members should be invited to go 
with the adult classes during the lesson study 





erty to take part in the discussions if they wish. 
At the close of the session opportunity should 
be given for the members of the school to 
meet the Home Department members. 

Such a Home Department Day will usually 
result in some of the members transferring 
their membership to the main school, an 
objective greatly to be desired, 





Please suggest a few subjects appropriate for 
a conference of Home Department workers 
from various churches, 

T SUCH a conference recently held in 
Chicago, the following topics were 
used, each leader being allowed ten 

minutes. Questions and discussion | fol- 
lowed : 

‘* The Home and the Sunday-schooi.’’ 

** Ways that win in Home Department 
Work.”’ 

‘* How We Make Home Department So- 
cials Interesting and Helpful.’’ 

**Our Mothers’ Home Department.”’ 

** How We Doubled Our Home Depart- 
ment Membership.’”’ 

**The Home Department and the Family 
Altar,”’ 
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Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


OHI0.—Can you tell me where to find a 
comprehensive statement of the relation of the 
adult class to the church ?—H. C. Bb. 


HE International standard of organiza- 


tion requires that the adult class shall | 


be definitely connected with some Sun- 
day-school. As the Sunday-school is a part 
of the church, and working directly under its 
authority, this requirement really establishes 
the relation of the adult class to the church. 
The suggestive constitution prepared by 
the Adult Department of the International 
Sunday School Association provides that the 
pastor and the Sunday-school superintendent 
shall be ex-officio members of the executive 
committee of every organized class. This 
provision is made so that the officials of the 
church, the Sunday-school, and the class 
may be mutually informed of each other’s 
work, thus avoiding possible duplication and 
misunderstanding. Where each other’s work 
is understood, and where love reigns, the 
question of authority will rarely, if ever, 
arise, 





QUEBEC,—I am a teacher of a class of eight 
young men between fifteen and eighteen 
years of age. With one or two exceptions, it 
is customary for the whole membership to ab- 
sent themselves during about two months in 
the summer. Asa school, all classes continue 
as usual, but my lads take to such things as 
boating and swimming, camping out, etc. We 
have organized the class recently, and have our 
president, secretary, and treasurer, but the con- 
duct generally is somewhat of a problem, as 
the young men are very fond of all sports, and 
usually have such a lot that must be ‘‘aired’’ 
during the session. I am optimistic, however, 
as we are all on very friendly terms, have walks 
and talks, ete., while in the summer we have 
our swimming, boating, etc. Would you sug- 
gest having a summer camp for the class, where 
we could spend week-ends, and possibly hold 
class session some time on Sunday.—S. W. B. 


NE of the chief characteristics of boys 
between fifteen and eighteen years of 
of age is the desire to share responsi- 

bility. You have done well in recognizing 
this characteristic, and in meeting this need 
by organizing your class. Seek in every 
possible way to encourage the officers to take 
the initiative, and seek to coach wisely each 
officer and committee chairman that they may 
be thoroughly trained and become strong, 
virile leaders. 

Another characteristic of this age is activ- 
ity. Mr. John L. Alexander, our Interna- 
tional Secondary Division Superintendent, 
has forcefully and clearly pointed out that 
every life from twelve to twenty is developing 
a fourfold nature,—mental, physical, spirit- 
ual, and social (Luke 2: 5§2). It is there- 
fore important that a boy should be devel- 
oped along all four of these lines. It is impos- 
sible for him to be all he should be spirit- 
ually unless he is clean and pure mentaliy, 
socially, and physically. Some one has said 
that it is like an omelet of four eggs,—if one 
is bad, what of the omelet? Successful 
work, therefore, with a class like yours de- 
mands adequate leadership in the fourfold 
life which the boy is developing. The more 


period, if they desire to do so, it being un-| help you can yive to them in their mental 


derstood that they will not be embarrassed 
by being asked questions, yet will have lib- 


and social and physical life, in addition to 
the spiritual teaching which you give on 
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Sunday, and which would dominate all of the 
other activities, the more successful your 
class will be. 

Your desire, therefore, to lead the boys in 
their camp-life and other mid-week activities 
is most commendable. I would need to 
know just how you are situated to decide 
whether the plans you are suggesting for 
week-ends would be satisfactory or not. 
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Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association, 


What is the passing grade in the course for 
a teacher-training diploma? If I should fail to 
reach that mark would | be permitted to take 
another examination ? 

HE method of marking test papers is 
not uniform, Usually, however, the 
percentage basis is used, and 70 per- 

cent is the passing mark. In Pennsylvania 
70 percent is required for each subject cov- 
ered. A student failing to pass the examina- 
tion is not only permitted to be re-examined, 
but is encouraged to take the examination 
again. In the course of a year a good many 
persons fail on some part of the course. This 
fact is known only to the examiner, the 
teacher, and the student. The student is 
permitted to continue with the class, and 
makes up the deficiency as soon as possible. 

‘The teacher of the training class should 
not make the grades public. The marks 
should be handed to the students privately. 
This will encourage the weak and timid 
members to persevere. 

What do you regard as the most encouraging 
features of the teacher-training work at the 
present time? 

HE rapidly increasing number of teacher- 
training departments that are being in- 
troduced as a part of the permanent 

organization of the Sunday-school. A few 
years ago practically all teacher-training 
classes met during the week for the help of 
the active teacher force. To-day there are 
more Sunday-school pupils taking the train- 
ing courses than Sunday-school teachers. 
In the city of Philadelphia alone there are 
about one hundred teacher-training classes 
that meet with the school at the regular 
teaching period. Our young people are be- 
ing trained for definite service. 

2. The increasing :umber of students who 
finish the course and receive the diploma. 
The percentage of enrolled students who 
finish the course is much higher than it was 
several years ago. 

3. The rapidly increasing number of stu- 
dents who go on from the first course to ad- 
vanced studies, The First Standard course is 
making possible the success of the more dif- 
ficult and more thorough advanced and spe- 
cialized courses. 





My Sunday-school class want to take up 
something more than just the lesson, so I pro- 
posed a teaclier-training course, but the ex- 
amination scared them, I then said we could 
take the course and omit the examinations. 
That plan satisfied the class, although I think 
later some will take the examinations. From 
what book can we get the most about the life 
and teachings of Christ? 


OU are right in not insisting on the taking 
of examinations, You should so plan 
the work, however, that when the class 

reach the place for an examination they will 
wanttotakeit. I would advise holding them 
to the first part of the book until they have 
mastered that much. Then prove to them 
that they know it by giving them a written 
test. If they hesitate to take your test, give 
them the questions and say that you would 
like them to try to write the answers, but 
that they need not hand you their answers 
unless they wish todo so, If you have pre- 
pared them for the test, almost all your stu- 
dents will gladly respond. When the test 
has been taken, you can say that the official 
examination will be no harder than the one 
you have given them. By careful coaching 
and kind encouragement you will be able to 
persuade them to take the official tests, and 
this will bring incentive to continued work. 
Any of the approved text-books will give 
you an excellent outline. To meet your 
wish for fuller Bible study Blaikie’s ‘* Manual 
of Bible History ’’ will be helpful on the en- 
tire Bible (Nekon, $1.50). On the life of 


Christ I know of nothing better than Pro- 
fessor James Stalker’s little hook, ‘*’The Life 
of Jesus Christ ’’ (Revell, 60 cents). 
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CHARLES E. HIRES CO. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 











Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. 


Grade Only. 
HASTINGS, MASS. 


Main Office & Works P'S: enass “orcea. 
Hook & Hastings Ge. 


BRANCHES: 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 


a= BELLS = 


Peal McSuane Bar Fosnony 





Highest 
Established 1827. 





























HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 

ing and developing life, and of service to others, 

386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 

Quantity price, jocents. Send for a sample copy. 


The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 











Teacher-T raining 
With the Master-Teacher 


By C. S. Beardslee, D.D. 


Price, 30 cents, net. 


Tue Sunpay Scnoot Ties Company 
zo3t Watnut Street, Puirapevenia, Pa. 


The Sunday School Fines 


_Philadelphia, August 8, 1914 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekiv at the following rates, for either old or 
hew subscribers, in the United States and 
‘Panada, ‘These rates inciude postage: 

5 1.00 Five or more copies, either to 
. separate acidresses or in a pack- 
Age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 


$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
” covies less than tive, $1.50 each, 
per 


One covy, five years. $6.00. 
[Free Copies 


One free copy addi- 
for every ten covies paid for in a ciub at the 

















vear. 


| joy. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, August 23, 1914 
Lowly Service (John 13 : 1-7) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—A cup of water (Matt. 10 : 39-42). 

‘L UES, —Generous service (Luke to : 30-37). 

WED.— Undivided service (1 Sam. 7 : 1-6). 

THUkRS.—Obeying the call (1 Kings 19: 
19-21). 

Fri.—Serving Christ (Col. 3 : 20-25). 

Sat.—A great servant (Acts 20 : 17-35). 











What kind of humble service can we do ? 
Why is lowly service a test of humility ? 
Why should we not shirk unpleasant tasks ? 


NSELFISH, lowly service was what 
brought our Lord Jesus Christ down 
to the earth. Ile came, as he himself 

said, to minister to men, to serve them to 
the uttermost, to lay down his life for them 
as a shepherd lays down his life for his sheep 
or aman for his friends. Service in lowly 
deeds of loving kindness, and service as the 
mighty principle of his career ruling all and 
culminating in the loyal tragedy of his death 
was the deliberately chosen, the distinctive, 
the divine principle of his life (Mark 10 : 43- 
45; John 4: 34; § : 30; 6: 38; Luke23: 
24-27; John 15 : 13), 
< 


rt’ There are things in which Christ is far be- 


yond us, a being of a different world, but 
here he himself said was one thing in which 
we were to resemble him, In the spirit of 
service we are to act just as he acted ( Luke 
2:27; John 13 : 13-16; 1 John 2: 6). 
% 

And such a principle is one of the great 

simplifying principles of life. Often we stand 


dumb and impotent in front of life’s mystery 
and bigness. ‘* What can it mean?’’ we 


ask. ‘*Itis sucha mystery, and what can 
Ido? How am I to know my duty? Have 
ITany?’’ At such times of questionings this 


principle will enable us to take a real grasp 
upon life. All around us, in our own homes, 
in all our daily associations, across the wide 
world, opportunities for serving people offer 
us a chance to grip life and to bend it. 


“ 


A woman was shopping one unpleasant 
day in a great New York store. As she 
stood at a counter a mother anda child came 
by. The mother was tired and impatient. 
‘The child was weary and complaining. ‘The 
mother turned and shook the child, and the 
little one began to cry. The woman who 
was observing was distressed, and meditated 
what she could do tactfully, when suddenly 
she heard a voice, and saw a nicely-dressed 
lady stop and look at the mother and child, 
take it all in at a glance, and then say softly, 
**It is hard work, isn’t it? And the little 
ones do get tired. I know, I had a little 
daughter once, and she was just the age of 
your little girl.’”’ ‘That was enough. The 
lines went out of the tired mother’s face. 
Her arm slipped around her little girl, The 
little one snuggled up to her mother’s side. 
A fragrance as of spring-time seemed to come 
into the air. A simple deed of loving service 
had been done. It took only a word of 
tactful love. 

= 


Such deeds of service are simple little 
things, but they open the door of knowledge 
to their doers. Doing the will of God they 
know. And they open the door of power. 
They give to those who do them the power 
of surprise, which is the secret of great influ- 
ence, and they open to us also the gates of 
The Lord passed through these gates. 
And such deeds are the creative energy in 
life. They build the walls of cities. As one 
wrote of Julia Richman, a public school 
teacher in New York City : 

‘*Come all who serve the City, all who serve 
The glorious golden City of our dream 
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With true heart-service that can never swerve, 
How faint soe’er the strength, or far the 
gleam : 
Come sorrow proudly for our comrade passed 
Into the silence ; one who served indeed 
In all things, even unto the least and last, 
Spending herself to meet the moment's 
need. 
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Share memories of that strong, illumined 
face. 
Keen speech, and courage springing to the 
test, 
And all the fervor of the ancient race 
‘That finds its longed-for East in this young 
West. 
Be this the sun, the last word best of all : 
She built her life into the city wall." 


% 

We can serve well by decreasing the need 
that others should serve us. 

Without the will in all lowliness to serve 
our friends we shall never be friends. 

True friendship is the will to serve one’s 
friend forever. 

The name that is above every name is the 
name of Him who stooped lower than all 
others, 

Every deed of lowly service for Christ is 
also to Christ. 





[ Children at Home 





The Day of the Canyon Fire 
SUALLY Arthur and Happy-Spirit 
were close companions, They were 


By William Norris Burr 
almost like Mary and her lamb— 


everywhere that Arthur went Happy-Spirit 
was almost sure to go, too. 

Once in a great while, however, Arthur 
might have been seen without Happy-Spirit. 
And the day of the great fire in San Antonio 
Canyon was one of those days. 

Arthur was having very little to say to 
anybody that day. His face was as clean as 
soap-and-water could make it, but there was 
something on it that would not wash off. 
Mother called it Scowl, and Grandma Gentle- 
voice said she guessed it was only a Passing- 
Cloud. Arthur could not have given it a 
name, but he knewit had come to his face 
when Happy-Spirit left him ; and he knew, 
too, why Happy-Spirit was not with him that 
day. He had spoken a quick, angry word 
the day before to his friend, Charlie Steele, 
and Happy-Spirit always hides when Broken- 
Friendship comes around. 

It was such a long, dull day without 
Charlie to play with, and without Happy- 
Spirit. Arthur was sitting on the front steps 
wondering if night would come so he could 
go to sleep and not be bothered by Broken- 
Friendship, when Father came in from a 
business trip over to Claremont. There was 
a great cloud of smoke rolling up from the 


| foot-hills beyond Claremont and hiding the 


mountains, the snowy top of Old Baldy and 
all the rest. 

** What did you find out about the fire ?”’ 
asked Mother. 

*¢ It is in San Antonio Canyon, and sweep- 
ing up toward Camp Baldy,’’ Father replied. 
**It is likely to be doing a big lot of damage 
if it is not checked very soon. A lot of men 
from the towns around have gone up to fight 
it. Forty students from the college have 
gone as volunteer fire-fighters, and more are 
likely to be called for before the day is over. 
Strange, isn’t it, that fire, one of man’s best 





friends, sometimes becomes one of his worst 
enemies.’’ 

Father had his back turned toward Arthur 
just then, but somehow it seemed to Arthur 
as if Father were looking straight at it—the 
something on his face that would not wash off. 

**Tt is too bad that friends cannot always 
be friendly,’’ remarked Mother, her eyes on 
her sewing, 

A lonesome-looking boy was standing 
almost knee-deep in the heavy growth of 
burr-clover that covered the vacant lot be- 
tween Arthur’s home and the next house 
east. It was Charlie Steele. 

Arthur got up and walked slowly toward 
him, stopping often to pick clover leaves, 
but getting a little‘nearer all the time. Char- 
lie dropped down into the sweet, soft clover- 
bed. ‘Then Arthur said : 

**P’raps I didn’t mean what I said as much 
as I thought I did.’’ 

‘** Aw, forget it!’’ said Charlie. 

And just then Happy-Spirit seemed to 
come right up from the ground and nestle 
down in the clover with the two boys who 
were friends again ; and in less than a minute 
every trace of ‘‘it’’? was gone from Arthut’s 
face. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


Each week you may test your knowledge 
of the Bible narratives by trying to answer 
these questions. The correct answers to 
this week's five questions will appear in 
next week's issue. The members of your 
Sunday-school class may be keenly inter- 
ested in finding how many of these ques- 
tions they can work out for themselves 
before the answers are published the fol- 
lowing week. And this may furnish a good 
summer plan to keep your pupils in touch 
with their teacher, 


26. Where are two of the great constella- 
tions mentioned in the Bible by the 
same names which they bear to-day ? 

27. Who was given his choice of three years’ 
famine, three months of defeat, or three 
days of pestilence as a punishment for 
what act of disobedience, and which 
did he choose ? 


28. What man nearly caused the massacre 
of his people because he refused to bow 
to a nobleman, and what woman saved 
him and his nation ? 

29. Who viewed a ruined city by night and 
afterward rebuilt it? 

30. What warrior had a spear whose staff 
was like a weaver’s beam ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


21. The color of the firmament over the head 
of the strange beasts seen by Ezekiel 
was the color of the terrible crystal 
(Ezek. 1 : 22). 


22. Nineveh (Jonah 3). 


23. Ehud, the left-handed, killed Eglon, 
king of Moab (Judg. 3 : 21). 
24. Hezekiah was cured by a lump of figs 


(2 Kings 20 : 7). 


Moses (Exod, 33 : 22). 


25. 








